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world; and I believe that in the adoption of
younger ideas lies the possibility of recovery.
The new conditions mnst lead to a new line
-of thought. It has been said that the dead
rule the living. I agree with that remark in
this sense, that we allow laws and econven-
tions made many years ago still to remain in
foree. No party has the courage to alter
prevailing conditions. Must we continue to
go down and down under the present sys-
tem? What prospect is held out to the boys
and givls coming on now? A youth of 17,
unemployed, said to his father the other day:
“I am oot responsible for having come into
the world. No more am I responsible for
the conditions that now prevail. What is
my prospeet in life?” That is the view now
being expressed by thousands of voung men
17 and 18 years of age. Are thoze yonths in
10 vems' time fo carry the burden of debt
we eannot earry? Can they be held respon-
gible for prevailing conditions, which even
we ourselves did not make? They take a
vastly different view. If ever vouth was in-
<lined to Communism, it is so inclined at the
present time. I trust the Premier and his
Ministers will have three successful vears.
If the Labour Party ean lift Western Aus-
tralia out of the rut, T hope that party will
be returned to power for many yvears. As
regards this side of the House, T feel sure
we shall do all we possibly can to help the
Government. The present age is an extreme
age, and we are concerncd for the welfare
of this State more than for the welfare of
Australia or that of the whole world.

On motion by the Premier, debate ad-
Journed.

House adjourned at §.40 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pan., and read prayers.
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QUESTION—PROSPECTING SCHEME.

Hon. J. CORNELL (without notice)
asked the Chief Secretary: \Will the Jinis-
ter be good enough fo inguirve from the Min-
ister for Mines whether there is any sub-
stance in the assertions made in many parts
of the Eastern and Northern Goldficlds that
the activifies of men sent out under his
prospecting scheme are being seriously ham-
pered through delay in issuing necessary
tools and other prospeciing renuisites !

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1
will,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

President to Present Address.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M,
Drew—Central} [4.35]: I move, without
notice— )

That the Address-in-reply, as agreed to by
the Couneil on the 25th July, be presented to
His Excellency the Licut.-Governor by the
President and ‘sueh members as may desire fo
accompany him.

Question put and passed.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon, E. Rose, leave of ab-
senee for four weeks granted to Hon. J.
Ewing (South-West) on the ground of ill-
health.

On motion by Hon. L. B. Boiton, leave
of absence for four weeks granted to Hon.
J. Nicholson (Metropolitan} on the ground
of urgent private business,

B

SUPPLY BILL (No. 1), £1,500,000.
Second Reading.

Debate resnmed from the 27th July.

HON. J. M. MACFARLANE (Metro-
politan-Suburbai) [4.38]: Before dealing
with the Bill, may I also be allowed to con-
gratulate the Leader of the Flouse upon
once more filling that position, T am sure
we all felt, with the news of a change of
Government, that Mr. Drew would natur-
ally fall into his old Ministerial position.
His wide experience and the confidence all
members of this Chamber repose in him,
single him out as the ideal Leader, I would
also like to congratulate Mr. Kitson on
again heing selected to take some of the
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burden from Mr. Drew’s shoulders. It is
regrettable that members in another place
see lit o keep harping on the theme, the
appointment of the Lient.-Governor. If the
Government saw [it to select a special eiti-
zen for this appointment, suvely it is their
due (hat the rank and file shonld graciously
aceept the situation. I congratnlate the
Government on the sclection of Sir James
Mitehell. It was a generous gestute to an
old opponent and a recognition by them of
Sir Jamess worth to the State during the
vears of his politieal life. By way of ex-
planation before I address myself to the
Supply Bill, I understand my wmotion for
adjournment on Thursdav last has been ae-
cepted as a disregard for the plans and
wishes of the Leader of the House, and the
convenience of country memhers. When I
lentmed of this feeling after the adjouin-
ment, I pave Mr. Drew my assurance that
there was no truth in the statement. If
I had heen made aware that there was a
suggestion to avoid this meeting, I would
have asked the Honse to adjourn the de-
hate until next Tuesday. The genuine rea-
son for my mation was that I was not ready
to deal with a mafter T wanted to hring
hefore the House and an adjournment be.
eame neecessary, seeing [ was too slow on
the Address-in-reply. The ohject of the Rill
is to release the sum of £1,500,000 by way
of Supply and, aceording to the Preamble,
we are to advise His Majesty we give it
cheerfully. T would be as ready as the next
hon, member to do so, if I conld be assured
that the State’s revemne was suffieiently
buoyant. [ =hall support the Bill but the
“cheerful” part of it has bheen rather
dampened by Mr. Holmes’s figures, wherein
he showed the great diserepaney hetween
revenne and expenditure on the one hand,
and also by the Minister's reply to Mr. Har-
ris’s queastions on Wednesday last diselosing
the fact that the publie debt for the year
ended June 30th Iazt has added to the pub-
lic debt about £6 5= per head of the popu-
lation. T am always a carcful observer of
what My, Holmes prepares for this Cham-
ber, and 1 admit I was disturhed somewhat
at having my own eonvictions on the fin-
aneial position confirmed so paositively. But
an reflection I realised there was a vav of
light to prevent the entire shaitering of con-
fidence. Mr. Holmes quoted vears for which
we all recognize falling fizures must be dis-
closed. Mr. Holmes used theze to disprove
the prediction that we had turned the corner.
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I, too, have my doubts on that point, but I
realise it will take a like number of vears to
prove whether the optimists are right. I
sineerely hope it proves to be true. Then,
again, I have to admit that Mr. Holmes
ineluded an expenditure that could not be
called novmal, namely, the exchange rate,
which accounted for over £600,000, and un-
employed sustenance, for over £650,000, In-
creased values for our primary products on
a normal or inereased output, with gold
promising so well, would alter the position
and make the Treasurer’s lob a much hap-
pier one and the halancing of our budget a
ood deal easier,

Hon. J. J. Helmes: A wise man said one
should hope for the hest and prepare for the
worst,

Hon. J. M. MACFARLAXE: Without a
schedule to the Bill, one eannot gauge
whether, apart from the Public Service and
administration, any works intended to he
embarked npon will he reproductive, and I
would ask the Minister to keep in mind those
figures he supplied in aunswer to Mr. Harris's
questions regarding the increase in the per
capita debt. Unless work is fully reproduc-
tive, it will merely add to our already stag-
gering interest burden—a bnrden that muost
nullify the henefits of better priees. One of
the works on which a large sum of Loan
nioney must be spent will he the Canning
Beservoir, seeing that, whatever Government
may be in power, provision has to be made
for an inereased supply of good water for
the metropolitan area. It was o get in-
formation under this heading that moved me
to ask for an adjournment of the debate, and
that mformation was not available until
vesterday. Hon. members ave all aware that
to complete the Upper Canning Scheme, be-
tween £2,000,000 and £3,000,000 will vet
have to he spent. Just before the Minister
for Works left for Melbourne with the Pre-
mier in April, a gentleman called on me and
solicited my aid to obtain for him a private
interview with Mr. MeCallwm, in order to
lay before that Minister suggestions whereby
a saving of one-third could be effected on
this work and on all works of a like nature,
small or large. I admit I max have been a
bit seeptical, but the gentleman’s standing in
the community as a civil engincer is un-
douhted, so I felt it was my duty, in the
publie interest, to have the matter fully gone
into, as memhers will realise what a saving
it wonld be on an expensive work like the
Canning Rezervoir. The Minister for Works
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was absent from the State for some time, but
sinee his return I have telephoned his office
on two occasions to ask whether he had had
an opportunity to consider the matter, but
have received no reply. 1 learn that the
Ministar’s advisers know all about this
gentleman’s scheme, and perhaps the Min-
ister for Works knows also. I view the mat-
ter from the financial standpoint as heing
well worthy of investigation, and T desire
that the Leader of the House make inguiries
and give the House the benefit of them. The
name of the gentleman is W. H. Shields,
who, T am sure, is as well known to many
members as he is to me. When such large
suins are involved, his contention should not
be ignored. I have a letter embodying his
ideas, and I propose to hand it to the Mix-
ister in order that he may inquire into the
statements it contains. I wish to quote a
few paragraphs from it—

Tn old days masonry dams were built, and
if they earried away they considered that too
little masonry had been used; if they stood,
they were all right, even if two or three times
as much masonry as was necessary had been
used.

Last century TFrench engincers and Profes-
sor Rankine, of Glasgow, investigated the fail-
ure of dams, and hrought out what was termed
the scientific profile. Tntidl my dam had been
adopted, thoir profile heeame known as the
gravity type, because, like huge barrel staves,
they resist the thrust of the water by their
own derd weight. What Rankine and the French
engineeers did was to use their mathematieal
knowledge to pit the weight of the masonry
against the push of the water and fix how much
masonry was necessary to prevent the water
from overturning it or pushing it away, and
thus prevent the former disasters due to too
little masoury or the waste of money due to
far too much masenry heing used.

In my dam the strength of the material is
used instead of its dead weight, and I origin-
ally called it the ‘‘Strength dam,’’ but Mr.
Sparrow, the patent agent, thought that the
name should he more deseriptive and sug-
gested, “*Aultiple arch dam,’’ and that name
is now world-wide.

Every prineiple in my dam has been tried
out for centuries, but the grouping and use
are new. In a mining shaft yon do not make
the masonry 1,000 feet thick at the 1,000 feet
level. You rely on the ring of masonry taking
up the thrust. Dams had previously been huilt
with one arch spanning a narrow valley from
side to side, but no arch over 300 feet in span
had ever been built, and everyone was afraid
to exceed that span for various reasons.

My innovation was to put in a number of
piers, a common practice in bridge building,
and to arch from pier to pier, also common
in bridges. Had these arches been vertical, the
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push of the water would have required enor-
mously strong piers to prevent its overturning
or pushing away the dam. I inelined the
arches on a slope so that the weight of the
water on the slope could hoid the arehes in
position, and the weight of the masonry be-
came unegligible as far as safety was con-
cerned.

The result of this utilisation of the strength
of the material, instead of its dead weight
only, is that much less masenry is required.
One-third or even one-fourth of the masonry
required for Rankine’s profile may be used,
and yet the factor of safely is much greater
than in Rankine’s profile. It Dbecomes self-
cvident that if only one-third of the masonry,
which Rankine’s profile shows as a minimum
in the gravity type, is used, the cost of the
dam will be reduced to one-third or a saving
of G6 per cent., which is quite a factor in a
big dam or weir.

Mr. Shields mentioned in another letter that
he evolved the scheme while working for
Mr. C. Y. O'Cennor on the Mundaring Weir
and on other works, and that the plans are
in the Works Department. He has been
unable to get his ideas adopted, though a
Royal Commission appointed to inquire into
the matter admitted his contentions. He
has been told that the idea is sound, but
that owing to the fact that its effectiveness
has not heen demonstrated by practical use,
it cannot be adopted loeally. That is why
he wanted to see the Minister for Works.
I know that the Minister has been busy,
but T could not allow this opportunity to
pass without mentioning the matter to mem-
hers of this House at a time when they are
asked to approve of supply to the extent
of £1,500,000. As to unemployment, some
of the figurez quoted are not reassuring.
1t is elearly evident that the numbers are
rot being lessened by finding permanent
employment, and the Minister for Mines is
now spending, according to an answer from
the Leader of the House to Mr. Harris,
£1,200 per week on men engaged in search-
ing for geld. This makes another £62,400
per annum on the expenditure side for
what may prove a very problematical re-
turn for the outlay, even provided that the
scheme was water-tight and every man a
trier. The sustenance scheme is a2 generous
one, but reports are coming to hand
wenkness. The weakness i3
transport. The prospectors have fto
strike out from a rail or franspoct
centre, somec of them over a hundred miles,
but T am told no transpert is provided and
no experienced guide or supervision. T ask
members what is to be expected when men
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bave to iransport tent, clothes, food and
tools into the bush, on the allowance with-
out transport. The unemploved ean hardly
be expected to have supplementary funds.
Hon. E. H. Iarris: Many of them have
ne tents.
Member: They do net require tents.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Further
eonsideration needs to he given to the posi-
tion of these men, and, if what I learn i<
true, the Government should place them
under a hetter organised plan and prevent
the waste of what will be a huge =um of
money. Again, I am somewhat perturbed
about the auriferous eoncessions of aver a
million aeres of no deubt the most promis-
ing country, There is apparently no elanse
in the agreements stipulating the employ-
ment of a satisfactory number of men, or.
if there is, T have not heard of anv men
being s0 emploved. If any of the susten-
ance prospectors gef on to concession arens
and make a discovery, the conditions seem
to permit of their being despoiled. They
will have to bargain with the concessionaires.
who must have the first refusal to purchase
from or reward the disecoverers and, if the
offer is refnsed, it ean then be hawked ahoni
and, when a sum has heen arranged, tls
eancessionaires have still the right at the
value arranged. There sheuld bhe some
board to determine the value of the dis-
covery and how justire can be done to both
gides. The Minister for ¥mployment has
announced new sustenanee rates.  Members
will have seen in the newspapers statements
diselosing the new rates which |lace the
single man in a wmore favourable position
than the married man. The Teader of the
House wonld no doubt desire me to do his
colleague justice, so T shall quote the new
and the old conditions by way of compari-
800 :—

Man, wife, and one ¢hild (3) persons:—

New proposal— £ s 1
4 woeeks full time, at €3 95. 0d. .. 13 16 0

6 weeks sustenamee, at £1 1s. 0d. 6 6 0
£20 2 0

Mitehell Government payments— £ s d
10 weeks sustenance, at £1 1s. 10 1y o
Plus oversustenance 10 0 0
£20 10 0

or %s. in favour of old system.
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Man, wife, and two children (4 persons):—

New proposal— £ a4
4 weeks full time 13 16 0
5 weeks sustenance .. .. T 00

£20 16 0O

AMitchell Government payments— £ s 4
" weeks sustenance 1212 0
Plus oversustenance 9 0 0

£21 12 0

or 16s, in favour of old system.

Man, wife, and three children (5 persons):—
New proposal—

4 weeks foll time 1316 0

4+ weeks sustenanee 7 00

£2016 O

Mitehell Government payments— £ s d

S weeks susienanee .. ..o 14 0 0

I'lus oversustenance 8§ 0 0O

£22 0 O

or 245 in favour of old system.

Mun, wife, and four children {6 persons):—
New proposal—

4 weeks full time 1316 0

3 weeks sustenance 6 6 0

£20 2 0

Mitchell Goverument payments— £ s d.

7 wecks sustenance 14 14 0

Plus eversustenance 700

0

£21 14
or 32s. in favour of old system,

The married nan with ‘his wesponsibili-
ties should surely have more consideration
than is being meted ot to the single men.
Regarding the proposed Yuna-Dartmoor
railway extension, 1 shall carefully seru-
linise the needs for any extension or pro-
posed new line. Motor transport has be-
come an industry and bas come te stay, and
if roads were provided it could meet the needs
of much of the future expansion desired,
until it ean be clearly shown that an added
charge should be made to the alreadx heavy
vapitalisation of the railways. We know the
difliculty confronting the Treasurer to hal-
ante the budget, and we also know the diffi-
cultty of making our huge rnilway mileage
pay. Steps are necessary to enforee the
provisions of the Closer Setflement Act in
the hope that unpaying country lines may
be made to meet expenses. It iz difficnlt
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to make comparisons between one State and
another, because we find that in this State
there are four people to every mile of
railway built, while in the other States the
firures are 104 to cvery mile.

Hon. A, Thomson: In the other States
development has alveady taken place.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLAXNE: 1 intend to
exinine very closely any ratlway proposi-
tion that is put belore this House in the
future, hefore 1 give it my vote. 1 do not
intend to be o rendy supporter of any rail-
way proposition that may be put forward.

Hon. A. Thowmson: The older States of
New South Wales and Vietorin are all well
developed; von ¢un ouly develop Western
Australin by bunilding addifional railways.

Flon, J. ML MACFARLANIL: T have been
snrpriseld at certain members’ eriticisin of
the Minister’s action in resuming the veela-
mation work at the Causeway. Burely the
metropolitan avea can be permitted to pro-
vide employment on some of its neecssary
schemes. 11 the country needs were heing
ignored, I could understand the opposition,
Apnrt from the veclmnation  work  itself
there is the very commendable reason of
eliminating the algne nuisunee and it at-
tendant evils, daager to health und unpleas-
ant living vonditions through odonrs and mos-
quitoes. I have heard members state in this
House thal we run ne risk from the malarial
fever mosquilo, bot every Health Board
member knows through the medical officers,
that we have the malarial mosquito here in
the “anophele, ¥ and it is also reeognised that
many  people come Soufl affected with
malaria from  the northern  part  of
this  continent and the vrisk is  thatg
some dav these mosquitoes will contract
the power to affect others from the malarin
affected people from the North.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Can von have malaria
outside o malaria  district?

Hon. .J. M. MACFARLANE: Both the
rsanee and the rvisk ave =0 well recognized.
that T know that ihe City Couneil is willing
to coufribute £€3,000 per vecar for a number
of vears towards this reclamation work for
the purposes of eliminating the conditionz
T have just mentioned. With regard fo the
development of the North. T support Mr.
Holines in his remarks on our treatment of
that part of the State. I know it is a big
joh. far too big a job for the 400,000 souls
whn have an immense area in the South
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to develop first. 1t is no vse adopting a dog
in the munger attitude; we will have to give
this ter.itory special consideration.  Let
us recognise that the difliculty of settling
i adequalely is beyond us tinancially, and
solicit other aild. I want to supplement what
hus been said by Alr. Holmes and Mr, Moore,
IFor many years to come we will have to
recognise that we must deal with thia
narthe.n proposition as a pastoral one and
develop it on those lines, It will take minch
more money than this State can find to-
day, I favour a new State, assizted by us,
the Federni Government and tie British
authorities, or some sueh like proposal, and
fracd from all the oppressive tavifts that are
row strangling it and also freeld From the
conditions we in the South set up against
them.

Hon. (. W. Miles: Hand it over to Eng-
lund,

Hon, Sir Charles Nathan: Make sure first
that England will take if.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: For hon.
members’ benefit T have brought a plan to
the House and desive their consideration for
n short while to point out what our duty in
the Future must he to prevent the total
abandonment of these arens and a charge
heing laid against us of negleci of our ob-
vious duty towards it. To this ¢md 1 have had
a friend go into details of the Anna Plains
Station predicament, which, of course,
applies equaily to other stations. T find
that n 1918 the Anna Plains Station was
purchased for approximately £50h,000. The
ewners have sinee spent on further perma-
nent improvements ahout £15.000, and have
purchased 85 stud bulls and five stallions at
a cost of nearly £7,000. The cattle on the
station at present number approximately
12,000,

Tlon. GG, W, Miles: All clean cattle, too.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: The last
lot of cattle overlanded from that station
were removel from Anna Plains in April,
1931, The number was 840 and all arrived
st Meekatharra without less. They were
purchased by Mr. Talbot, of Wedderburn,
Brunswick JFunetion, and landed there also
without loss, transit having been arranged
by two special trains. The Government land
rents pavable on Anna Plains leases total
£420 per annum. and in addition there are
road hoard rates, vermin tax. ete. The pro-
perty is sitnated between the 19th and 20th
parallels. T have a lot of fizures showing
the number of cattle that have heen sent
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away from the place. In 1931, ex Broome
and Derby, the numbers were 495 and 10,533
respectively, and in the following year the
figures were 1,048 and 7,792. I understand
that plearo-pnenmonia is the chief reason
why the cattle are hedged in.

Hon. J. 1. Holmes: There is no pleuro-
pneumonia there.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: It is eon-
iended ihat there has never been a cas: of
pleuro-pneumonia there, and there is very
Jittle tick. Some time ago, due to the fact
ihat in West Kimberley some cases of plenro
were diseovered, regulations were drufled
and Parliament, recognising the danger of
pleuro being carried to the South, adopted
the vegulations, 1 agree that we have every
right to see that the southern herds are pro-
tected, hut at the same time we should noi
fail to rerognise that those who are in the
North are also entitled to profection. T
understand the department have stated it iz
permissible to drive the cattle along the
coastal routes, hut it is not possible to du
that. T do not know the owners of the Anna
Plains Station, but I have heard mnch of
their ease during the Jaszt 12 months, We
ac a Parliament have bheen responsible For
the pesition that exists, and we should uow
endeavour to correct it. It has no dcubt
arisen by the departmental officers suggest-
ing preeantions which appeal to them as
being right without their having a proper
knowledge of the position. The Anna Plains
vattle do well when taken to the pastoral
arcas of the South and prove to be some of
the hest beef that has eome from the North.
I am mentioning this to show that there is
no real reazon for treating the awners of
the station so cavalierly. 1 have already
mentioned that over 800 head were over-
landed to RBrunwsick Junefion withont any
loss,

Hon. J. .J. Holmes: And that was hefare
the restrictions were imposed.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: We are
told in the Speech that the Government
are looking into the nuestion with a view
to considering action. The previous Ministry,
in 1931, appointed a veterinary officer
from Queensland, Mr. Max Henrv. as
Roval Commissioner to make inqguiries.
My. Henry reporied as follows:—

The question nf dealing with the eattle be-
tween the 10th and 20th parallels is one of
considerable difficulty. The station chiefly con-

cerned on the Western side is Anna Plains.
0 all the stations aTFected Anna Plains is
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in the worst position, ag overlanding is pro-
hibited, hecause the road to the North and
Broome is rendered so highly dangerous by
the gross tick infestation existing on the sta-
tions between Anpna Plaing and Broome,
The Anna Plaing cattle are largely not im-
mune, as tick appears to flourish only on com-
parativelf' small portions of the ran. There-
tore, without overlanding, there is no safe out-
let for them, nor does there appear to be any
safe outlet available.

It will be noticed on the map that the 20th
parallel shuts out Billiluna. But ecattle
from that station have been driven into
the Northern Territory and thence down
to the Trans-Australian line and marketed
in Kalgoorlie. 1f that be practicable,
surely under the same strict supervision
permission conld be given to those peaple
to bring their cattle overland to Meeka-
tharra., Frazier Downs is another station
in much the same position. Then there is
an area in West Kimberley, Leopold
Downs, entirely free from pleuro, but the
distriet is hemmed in by pleuro. So except
by driving their cattle to Wiyndham Meat
Works, thoze people have no opportunity to
market them. 1 certainly think relief
should be given io the leaseholders in that
locality. The buffer anomaly is very
peculiar. In regard to the buffer area at
Anna Plains, it has been decreed that no
cattle shall be left on that area, not even
for the station owner himself, but the
rezutation has not been enforeed and there
are still cattle on the buffer area, althongh
cattle may not be driven through it.

Hon. J. J. Helmes: Were not two in-
spectors sent out to inquire info that?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLAXNE: I have
heard so, but it is not in my notes, Regu-

lation No. 34 provides that no cattle ecan
he kept within that area, not even the
house cow. The Pastoralisis’ Assoeciation
approached Mr. Ferguson, the then Min-
ister for Agriculture, in 1932, and the Min-
ister said the matter would be considered
on receipt of a report from departmental
officers then muking a survey of the dis-
trict. Perhaps, in consequence of that re-
port. no further action was taken to en-
foree the regunlation.

Hon. J. J. Holmes:
plied to milking cows.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Yes, for
the use of the station. We know that
State eattle ean he brought from the East-
ern States, where pleuro has cxisted for
many years. Under statutory declara-

That regulation ap-
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tion and the supervision of officers, State
cattle have been permitted to come into
Western Australia, and on the 4th July,
1930, it was decided to import a lot of
dairy cattle for the group settlements. A
gazetted notice was published dealing par-
ticularly with dairy ecattle, and it was
framed about the time the previous Gov-
ernment elected to purchase large numbers
of eattle from the Eastern States for
group settlements. The regulation reads
as follows:—

Provided that dairy cattle, other than stud
cattle or cattle for immediate slanghter, may
be admitted into Western Australia from the
States of New South Wales, Vietorin and
South Anstralia, subject to the following con-
ditions:—

1. Such dairy cattle shall he certified by
the Chief Veterinary Officer of the State of
origin to have been obtained from portiens of
the said State which are free from the discase
known as pleuro-pneumonia, and not to have
been in contact with animals suffering from
the said disease, nor to have been on holdings
known to have heen occupied by animals suf-
fering from the said disease during the pre.
ceding two years.

2. Such dairy cattle shall be accompaniad
by a clean tuberculin certificate and a elean
certificate of health issued by a Government
veternary officer of the State of origin,

3. Such dairy eattle shall undergo quaran-
tine for a period of 30 days from date of
arrival at depot for tuberculin festing to date
of release in Western Australia.

4. Importation of sueh dairy cattle shall
be under the personal supervision of a Gov-
ernment veterinary officer of Western Austra-
lia, who shall personally exercise supervision
over such dairy cattlo during the whole period
of quarantine in the State of origin.

If vegulations can be made to apply to
dairy cattle coming from the Eastern States,
where there is always a risk, surely regu-
lations can be made to permit cattle to come
from an area where pleuro has never heen
known. Advieces are on record in the De-
partment of Agrieulture, under letter of ad-
viee to one of the leading stoek and station
agents in this State, dated 30th March,
1933, to the effect that 12 cattle stations in
West Kimberley are considered to he af-
fected with plearo-pnenmonia. Of these 12,
8 different stations were discovered to be
infected in 1928, two in 1929, and two in
1930, Sinee 1930 no fresh stations have
been found to be infeected. Of these sta-
tions in 1932, five provided only one case
each, whilst one provided three cases only.
At the metropolitan abattoirs the follow-
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ing carcases of cattle, which were shipped
from West Kimberley and slaughtered here,
were found to be affected, buf not con-
demned : in 1930, 44, in 1931, 47 and in 1932,
32. No cases were recorded in any of those
years of carcases totally condemned for
pleuro. For the season 1932, 28,459 eattle
were killed at the Wyndham Meat Works,
28 carcases were totally condemned, and
120 forequarters condemned,
Hon, J. J. Holmes: Not one per cent.

Hon, J. M, MACFARLANE: Not one
per cent. So in sefting up such difficult
canditions in these clean areas, it seems to
me we are too strict altogether. I realise
that eareful supervision must be maintained
over the transport of cattle where there is
any likelihood of disease, but at the same
time we must not lose sight of other im-
portant aspects of the question. Then there
is the buffalo fly. A singular thing about
this pest is that to propagate freely it must
have moist conditions, such as are to be
found in cattle manure. Therein lies the
danger, The cattle are shipped from
Broome or Derby. First they are spraved
by a force pump before heing put on board.
Subsequently they are examined by torch
light for any signs of spores, and if the
inspector 15 satisfied they are transported
south. The manure is collected and kept all
the way down, and at Rabb’s Jetty it is
placed in open trucks and sent to the Spear-
wood heldings for manuring purposes. So,
if it is 2 question of preventing the spread
of buffalo fly, everything points to hringing
the cattle down overland; for it is recog-
nised that in coming down the track they
pass a point below which the fly becomes
inert, thus rendering the proposition rea-
sonably safe. Mr. Max Henry was sent to
examine the conditions of the buffale fly
in the Never-Never, where the fly is not
considered fo be a pest. On the 8th May,
1933, Mr. Sanderson sent the following tele-
gram to Dr. Rivett in Melbourne:—

Re huffalo fly stop Understand Dr. Till-
vard now agrees hoth Canning and coastal
stc_)ck routes safe, but spraying at Derby
shipped cattle necessary stop. Please confirm

by telegram as essentinl Anna Plains  eat-
tle he moved this month.

The foilowing day he received a telegram
from Dr. Rivett, reading:—

Council Scientic Research comsiders avail-
able evidence insufficient basis for definite con-
elusions, but following summarises Tillyard’s
personal opinion— (1) South-Western Division
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of State is area of potential infestation by
buffalo fly; (2) sea route has been demon-
strated unsafe, hence strict precautions fully
justified; (3) Canning stock romte safe; (4)
coastal route safe for mormal methods of trav-
elling on hoof. These represent present per-
sonal views Council’s entomologist, but wish
remind you that administrative control rests
entirely with State, which will probably de-
mand motre precise evidenee.

Pastoralists in the South have been very
much perturbed at the possibility of the
cmhargo being lifted and have rightly urged
the Government to take very careful
thought before expesing them to infeefion
from the North, Still, it is only reasonable
that relief should be given to the North, which
we are told is steadily being depopulated.
It has been said that ecompensaton should
he paid to these people. That is not what
they want. They want to be able to carry
on their business and extend it. I also wish
to refer to the South-West conference that
was held at Bunbury. On that oecasion the
question of the East Kimberley ecattle re-
strictions esme up for debate. There was
in some quarters strong agitation for the
maintenance of the present drastic regula-
tions, but Mr. Ernest McLarty of Pinjarra
put up a particularly stout fight for con-
sideration for the North, as a result of which
the conference finally carried a resolution.
Thiz «hows that in the South we have recog-
nised there is some danger of infection from
the North, hut that we also vealise justice
must be done to these people. The follow-
ing resolution was earried at this confer-
cnee—

That this conference requests the Govern-
ment to take precnutions fo prevent pleuro
mmeutnonin centering the south-west and clse-
where, and that the Government should en-
deavour to give some relicf to those pastoral-
ists in the cuarmtine area whoe are prevented
from marketing their stock owing to the pres-
ent regulutions,

I am afraid there are many points T have
missed,

Hon. 3. W, Miles: Is the Royal Agmi-
culiural Society opposed to our getfing any
relief?

Mon. J, M, MACFARLAXE: Members
of that society recognise the diffienlty, That
is where I first came into contact with the
eonditions under which the people in the
North are existing. We in the South have
conceded that we have responsihilities to-
warde the North, and that some way must
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be found out of the position in order that
relief may be afforded. The North must
be allowed to expand instead of contract,
as it has been doing in the last few years.
Members of Parlisiment must take a certain
amount of responsibility in regard to the
case I have referred to. The officers of the
Department were concerned ahout the dan-
ger of infection, and suggested certain re-
gulations to the Minister. He accepted
them, and passed them on to Parliament.
Members, possibly failing to realise the ef-
fect of the regulations, accepted them, and
a condition of affairs has now been created
that is full of difficulty for those concerned.
What we have done we can undo with a
certain amount of reason. 1 am sure the
Government are looking at the guestion in
n lentent way. Already the Minister for
Lands has been able to afford relief from
the pavment of vent pending a sclution of
the difficulty.

Hon. A. Thomson: That is not much re-
lief if they cannot sell their property.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: What we
have done we should try to undo, of conrse
with the necessary supervision fo prevent
danger from arvising.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: To whom do you re-
fer?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: To Parlia-
ment, which agreed to the regulations.

Hon. J. J. Helmes: Parliament does not
admimister them.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: We gave
the Department power to administer them.
Members did not vealisc the effect the re-
wulations would have upon the North,

Tlen. J. J. Holmes: You must give them
power to quarantine any area abt any time.
Tt is the administration that is at fault.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: I wish to
deal with another matter 1 overlooked,
namely the East Perth Power louse. It
15 working up to the full capacity of its
generators. If the large generator broke
down T am told that it would seriously af-
feet the power of every plant in the indus-
trial eentres. and extend as far as the cranes
at Fremantle, Considerable time would
elapae hefore relief could be afforded by
means of another generator. T understand
the last Government had in hand the ques-
tion of zapplyving another plant. I hope
the present Government will look closely
into the matter. The position as it is con-
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stitutes a menace to the community as a
whole, in countless directions. Another mat-
ter to which I wish to refer relate: to the
recent general elections. Many  storvies
of one sovt and another were brought
forward by both sides, but I desire
to refer partieularly to the Gascoyne
election, This eame bhefore me as
a member of one of the governing hodies on
the Nationalist side. As a result of a con-
versation with the ex-member for the dis-
triet, Mr. Angelo, and others, we made an
investigation and found what we considered
to be many irregularities. These were nof
siich as to enable us to apply to the Court
of Disputed Returns to have the election
upset, but we did discover that 56 postal
votes, known to have heen cast in Perth for
Mr. Angelo, were not recorded.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: How did you know
that?

Hou. E. H. Gray: That shows how yvou get
votes.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLAXE: It was dis-
covered through a subsequent investigation
that these voies had not heen recorded, 1We
know thev were pested to the Department’s
officers, hut if they ever reached that centre
they were not recorded.

Hon. Gi. Fraser: You only assume that,

Hon, J. M, MACFARLANE: We fook up
the matter with the Minister for Justice,
who is investigating it. I hope at no dis-
tant date to ascertain where those 3G votes
went.

Hon. K. H. Harris: Did they go np by
aerial maijl?

Hon. J. 3. MACFARLANE: Yes, and
through the office of the department in Perth.

Hon. J. Cornell: It looks as if thev went
np in smoke,

Hon. J. M. MACFARTLANE : With these
remarks T support the second reading of the
Bill.

HON. C. . BAXTER (East) [5.37]: It
is usual in the early part of the session for
Parliament to pass a Supply Bill to cover
the amownts already expended while Parlia-
ment was in recess, and the future require-
ments of the Government. It is pleasing to
know that an improvement has been effected
in the amount of money allocated to Waest-
ern Australia for the coming year. This
gives one courage to look to the future for
probably better times. We know that the
value of our primaryv products has recently
increased, and we hope this improvement will
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continue and that we shall vef see the end
of our troubles. I must, however, take ex-
ception to the limited amouni we have in
hand being used to provide further pleasure
resorts. 1 refer to the dredging of the Swan
River. The intention of the Government is
to beautify the river. Surely these are times
when every peuny should be spent on works
that will refurn some interest on the outlay.
It would be time enough to spend money on
the Leautification of the river thirty or fitty
vears hence, when we might be able to afford
suell expenditure.

Hon. A. AL Clydesdale: 1f you beautify
the eity vou will get an indireet benefit
from it.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: 1 canuot see that.
Had the last Government expended money
in earrving out the beautification seheme
which they stopped, funds would not have
heen available for the widening of the Cause-
way, which has heen so beneficial.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: It is all part of
the scheme.

Houn. C. F. BAXTER: Let us do the
necessary parts first. The fine road which
has been eonstrueted between the Causeway
and Fremantle is governed by the Causeway
itself. Why not do something to enable that
road to he put to greuter traflic use by con-
structing a proper causeway?

Hon. E. H. Gray: That may be done yet.

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: Why was it not
done when the road was being constructed ?
I hope the Government will continue the
different irrigation schemes in the South-
West. They mean a great deal to the State
and will produee a good deal of revenue. I
have been informed that the Minister for
Employment, accompanied by 3Mr. Watson
of the Trades Hall, recently paid a visit to
the relief works, and in answer to a
fuestion told the men plainly they must join
4 union or they would not be employed.

Hon. E. H. Gray: It was sound advice.

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: It was very un-
sound advice to give in these days. An in-
come of 22s. 6d. a week is of great benefit to
those who are struggling to get bread and
butter to put into the mouths of their
children. They should not be asked to find
money for anything hesides the neecessities
of life. I do not say I would agree to that
principle if times werc prosperous. No man
should be coerced into joining a union. I
would urge the Government not to alter the
present system and rtevert to day labour
where that can be avoided Results cannot
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be obtained frem day labour or by de-
moralising a man on sustenance work, ¥
trust the different undertakings 1 bave re-
ferred to will be carried out. The high
standard of the conduct of public life of
Western Australia bas, I feel justified in
saving, heen a matter of pride to the people
of this State, and the maintenance of that
standard has been an object of solicitude to
our pacliamentarians. I vegret to say that
the acknowledged high level of debate has
not of late been consistently maintained, as
13 evidenced by recent reports in the public
Press. Had the lowering of the ~tandard
charvacterised only the utterances of newly
clected members one might have passed it by
with the quotation “They know not what
they do”

The PRESIDEXNT: TIs the hon. member
referring to another place?

Hon. C. I'. BAXTER: I am referring to
statements published in the Press. I do not
know what happened in another place.

The PRESIDENT: 1t is not in ovder to
cazt any reflection upon either House of the
Legislature.

Hon. . F. BAXTER: T am referring
to no part of the legislature, but to publie
ufterances that have appeared in the Press.
Legislators who have had the honour to
serve Western Australia for years have not
refrained from strietures, which, gerving
no public purpose, were as valueless as they
were unfounded.  In  eriticising what [
would describe as the unassailable appoint-
ment of Sir James Mitchell as Lieut.-Gov-
ernor, the newly elected member for Nor-
tham (Jr. Hawke) who served his politieal
apprenticeship in the South Australian Leg-
islature, used the occasion to make a bitter
attaek on me. Ile had the support of no
less formidable a debater than the Minister
for Mines. The allegations proceeding from
both membhers are merely undignified mis-
representations. I would refer particularly
to some remarks made by the member for
Northam, who has given promise of an im-
portant political future. I hope he will
realise that I aceept his mistakes with soliei-
tons restraint, and T trust he will profit by
any use of the rod of chastisement thai I
mav make. The Northam electoral distriet,
now vepresented by JMr. Hawke, forms part
of the East Provinee, which I have had the
honour of representing in this Chamber for
the past 19 years. I have yet to learn that
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the electors of the province return members
to either branch of the Legizlature for the
purpose of indulging in persenalities, and
not for the purpose of harmonious collabor-
ation to improve economic and soeial condi-
tions. Convineed as I have alwavs been
of the undesirableness of any element of
personal bitterness in publie life, I have
invariably sought to work amicably with ail
other Parliamentarians, quite irrespective
of party aliliations. Mr., Hawke has called
me to acecount in respect of loyaity to the
Country Party—a party of which e is not
a member. His anxious eoncern for a politi-
cal entity to which he does not adhere,
which in fact he opposes, has carried him
to the length of recommending my expulsion
from it. No doubt one should he grateful
for advice, especially when it comes un-
sought. However, my critic may re-assure
himself as regards my part in the Northam
eampaign. There was amonyg the members
of the Mitehell Ministry, obviously and
necessarily, an understanding that the Cah-
inet representatives of the two parties form-
ing the eoalition should give each other
countenance duving the eleetion campaign.
It seemns to me unthinkable that I, as a Min-
ister, ean have wounded the suseeptibilities
of the most extreme party purist in attend-
ing a meeting at which my Premier deliv-
ered his policy speech. On two distinet oc-
casions I offered my assistance to the Coun.
try Party eandidate for Northam—first, im-

mediately after the delivery of the
Party Leaders’ policy speeches, and
again after my return from the North-
West. These offers were—not refused,

but ignored.  Consequently I retired for
utueh-needed rest and recuperation, after
my illness in the North-West, to my brother’s
home at Cunderdin, During my stay there
I saw many friends of long standing, and
my ouly electoral activity was to correct,
ty them, various misstaiements whiech had
been civeulated regarding Sir James Mit-
chell. Had T failed to do this, I should have
been wanting in loyalty to my former chief
and false to my admiration of his high
integrity of purpose and his kindly per-
sonality, considerate alike to politieal friend
and foe. 1t is for supporting him that T
have been publicly eriticised—I might say,
vilifiedl—and accused of treachery to my
party. T find eonsolation in the thought
that it would he matter for regret if the
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charge of having given electioneering sup-
port to my former leader were not justified
by fact. However, at no time did I take
any aetive part in the Northam contest. All
that I did—and I affirm that no Cabinet
Minister eireamstanced as I was could bave
done otherwise—was to represent the Coun-
try Party moiety of the Coalition Govern-
ment on the Premier’s platform when Siv
James Mitchell delivered his policy speech
and rendered an account of the Ministry's
stewardship during three strenuous, arduous
vears. For what purpose has this attack
been made? Certainly for no good purpose.
It seems a natural, inevitable produet of its
environment, According to Labour stand-
ards, East is East everywhere. Heaven be
praised, the West is the West in that regard.
I pray that “never the twain shall meet.”
Let us, then, for the good of our State and
the welfare of our people, maintain those
high standards of public life which for so
long have characterised our proceedings—
standards so finely represented in the per-
sonality and work of our late Premier, a
slatesman whom lhistory will, in my jndg-
ment, rank with Lord Forrest. 1 greatly
regret that public discussion should have
hetome so heated, and that some of onr
yvounger menbers should have seen fit to
introduee a new fone into the public life of
Western Australia. 1 do hope that for the
sake of harmonious working, for the good
of the State, and for their own good those
hon, members wili rvealise that they have
Placed themselves in a false position, and
that their object should he to bhenefit the
country and not to descend to personalifies.
I support the seeond reading of the Bill.

ZON. J. J. AOLM&S (North) [3.03]:
1 had not intended to speak on the Supply
Bill, and expressed my intention of refrain-
ing from doing so; but certzin matters have
cropped up and we should avail omselves
of this opportunity to draw attention to
them. Let me thank 3Mr. JMacfarlane for
what he has said this afternoon regarding
the position of our people in the North. The
hon. member's statements oo a long way
towards confirming what T «aid on the Ad-
dress-in-reply, that as ihe Esst treats the
West, =0 does the Sonth treat the North.
Ii is only bheranse we of the North laeck
voting strength in this Parlioment, just as
Woestern Australia laekz vatine strength in
the Federal Parlinment, that we are left
where we are. I shall not quote figures rela-
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tive to the Supply Bill, but as regards the
{inaneial position of the State I did
that on the Address-in-reply, but there is a
point which I did not emphasise on the
Address-in-reply.  Western Aunstralia has
voted two to one for secession. It now be-
comes the duty of the Federal Parliament,
from its standpoint, to try to counteract that
vote; and I have gathered from certain re-
mrks of the Governor of the Common-
wealth Bank, who has nothing to do with
polities but deemed it advisable to ex-
plain  the finaneial position, that the
Federal scheme is to give us as mueh
money as we ask for, s¢ that we
may become hopelessly involved, when we
shall be taken in altogether and hecome part
of a unified Australia instead of working
out our own salvation as two-thirds of the
people of this country desire fo do. It is
pluin as a pikestaff that that is the way the
Federal Parliament proposes to bring two-
thirds of the Western Australian people to
heel. My speeches on the Address-in-reply
raised numerpus interesting points and
threw out many suggestions as to what
gshould be done. Owing to no fanlt of his
own the Leader of the House was deprived
of the opportunity of dealing with those
points and suggestions. Knowing our
Leader as T do, T am sure that he was im-
pressed with the speeches; and in replving
to them he would probably have told the
counfry what the (Government’s intentions
are. I respeetfully supgest that the hon.
gentleman avail himself of the opportunity
which will present itself when he is reply-
ing to the dsbate on this Bill. One point
whieh, in my opinion, the House and the
eonniry are entitled to have cleared np
is  the appointmeni wof the Lieutf.-
Governor. Junior memhers of anofher plaes
have been ecomplimenting themselves npon
their vouth. Thank God one has ta he 30
vears of age hefore one ean he eleeted to this
Chamher.  Those junier membhers overlook
the faet that the hiz men of the British
Fmpire have done their hest when 60 or 70
vears of awe: and Gladstone was at his best
when he numbered nearlv B0 years. How-
ever. T think it is up to the leading men of
the Labour Party to sav what part the Pre-
mier and  the Goavernment tonk in the
TLient.-Governor’s appointment. not lpav-
ire it to nnderstranmers to spgvest that
the aonsintment was made withont the
krowledze or eonzent of the Ministry,
when the man in the strest knows that
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nothing of the kind can happer. Surely
common decency demands that someone in
authority should publicly take the respon-
sibility. I ask the Leader of the House
to clear the matter up here if it is not
cleared up in another place. Next I come
to the extension of pastoral leases which
Parliament granted during the last session.
This has been referted to by a mem-
ber in another place as one of the
biggest pieces of political bluff that West-
ern Australia has known for many years.
I am prepared to say that the man whe
made that statement knew it was eontrary
to fact. There has heen no political blnff
of any kind connected with the matter,
and no one knows that better than he does.
True. there is a dispute hetween the Crown
Law Department and the Lands Depart-
menl as to the exaet intention of one or
more sections of the Act. Hon. members
will vecolleet that in 1917 there was an
amendment of the Land Aect. The Act pro-
vided that a certain procedure shonld be
adopted. The 1932 Aect set out that
the provisions of the principal Aet and
of the amending measnres, which in-
cluded the 1917 Aet, in foree at the com-
mencement of the 1932 Ack, should apply
to leases granted under the 1932 Act. The
1917 Aet provided that extension conld be
granted without the payvment of additional
stamp duties and so forth. Tn view of that
provigion of the 1917 Act, it was believed
that there would be no dispute on the point
in connection with leases granted under
the 1932 measure, and that persons hold-
ing leases under the 1932 statute would
not be put to the expense of additional
stamp duty, ranning perhaps into hun-
dreds of pounds, at a fime when they were
not in a position to meet such expense.
The matter was mentioned to the then
Premier, Sir Jamces Mitchell, and he
placed on record a definite assuranee that
no stamp duty would be charged. He also
gave a further assurance that is on record
—T have not seen the files, hut T have seen
letters that passed between the Premier’s
Department and the Pastoralists’ Associa-
tion—that if a further amendment of the
Aet were necessary to overcome the diffi-
culty, the required legislation weuld be in-
troduced. T admit that, in this instance,
it will mean one Govermmnent fulfilling
the promise of another Government. If an
smendment Js necessary to overcome the
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diriiculty, or if there is even an element of
doubt about the position, I would suggest
that the present leases be extended instead
of new jeases being granted. There must
be upwards of 2,000 leases, and if the de-
partment have to make out new and sep-
arate leases, commencing from the very
start and going right through the 2,000
or so leases that are in existence, there
will be no end to the work; and all that
could be avoided by merely extending the
existing leases by endorsement.
Hon. A, Thomson: That
merely exereising commonsense.

Ilon. J. J. HOLMES: I am not blaming
the Government for the position, although
one memher who has spoken did not give
the Mitchell Government credit for com-
monsense,

The Chief Secretary: An amendment
of the Act will be necessary to overcome
the difficulty.

Hop. J. J. HOLMES: I am glad to bave
the Minister’s intimation to that effect. I
want to show that the North was not lost
sight of by members who have represented
constituencies in that part of the State,
and that it was not lost sight of by the
Mitehell Government. It will be remem-
bered that the Minister for the North-
West in that ffovernment, the late Mr.
T. A. L. DNavy, appointed a committee of
men to deal with problems of the North-
West and to submit a report to the Gov-
ernment. We undertook the work, and
submitted a report that dealt, I think, with
every problem that the North is faced
with. One of the voung men I have re-
ferred to, accordine to a report that ap-
peared in the ‘“West Australian,”’ des-
eribed the committee, the members of
which worked week in and week out
and went to no end of trouble thoroughly
to discharge their duty, as a ‘‘few
St. George's-terrace pastoralists, a member
of the Perth Chamber of Commerce, mer-
chants of Perth, and a few politicians from
the North-West.” After all our work, we
seem, according to this young man, to be
on the wrong track. A new star has risen
above the  horizon, and he is to
perform miracles. This, Mr. President,
will not he the first time we have scen peo-
ple go up like rockets and come down like
squibs. In the work of investigation, the
committee were aided by all the members
representing northern constitueneies, irre-

would be
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spective of party politics. We all worked
i unison ard helped one amother, Those
North-West members included Sir Edward
Wittenoom, Mr, Angelo, Mr. Miles, Mr.
Coverley, Mr. Lamond and Mr. Chureh
and myself. I do not know what Mr.
Coverley, who has had to fight two
elections, +where he probably should
have had to fight one omly, will say
when he hears that one of his col-
leagues in another place referred to him
as “one of the politicians from the North.”
Others on the commitiee iaciaded Mr. B.
Rostenstamm, Mr. E. W. DeRose, who re-
presented the Perth Chaniber of Commerce,
Mr. Joseph Charles, Mr, Joim Forrest, Mr.
Durack, and Mr. Jack Stewart, who repre-
sents large interests and knows a lot about
tbe country. These are the gentlemen who
are referred to as “St. (George's-terrace pas-
toralists, and a few politicians from the
Noerth-West,”

Hon, G. W. Miles: What became of the
report?

Hon. J, J. HOLMES: T will vefer to
that. TUnfortunately, Ay, Davy came to an
untimely end hefore he could deal with the
report, and now it does not seem the husi-
ness of anyone else to take it up.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The present Govern-
ment have not yet had time.

Hon. J, J. HOLMES: I agree that they
have not had much time to deal with it, so
far. What did we deal with in the report
that the committee furnished? e dealt
with pastoral leases, also the unfortunate
position of people in the back country be-
hind Hoebourne, where they are assessed at
a high rate for land rent because their
holdings ave in eclose proximity to a port.
Their jetty was blown away six or seven
years ago, and has not been replaced, yet
the high rate of rental has persisted ever
since. Then we dealt with Class A reserves,
which is an mmportant matter. Statesmen
of the past provided reserves all thromgh
the back country for those who were travel-
ling stock.  The reserves each comprised
1,000 acres, and were provided so that the
stockmen could rest their cattle at the end
of a stage without heing harassed by the
adjocent land holders. I was surprised to
find that the veserves had not been gazetted
as Class A, The former Minister for Lands,
Mr. Latham, with whom I diseussed the sub-
ject, agreed that the reserves should be

[COUNCIL.}

gazetted as Class A, and the present Minis-
ter for Lands {(Hon. M. ¥. Troy) has told
me he is of a like opinion. If they are Class
A reserves, they cannot be sold. We have
not had unscrupulous Ministers in Western
Australia so far, but if the reserves were
not gazetted as I suggest, an unsernpulous
Minister could sell them io adjoining land
holders, and then the travelling public would
be robbed of their camping sites along the
stock routes. Between Mingenew and Wun-
gundie there is one reserve, and stockmen,
in order to get their fat stock through,
have to start early in the morning
and travel late to reach that reserve.
If that reserve were not available between
those two centres, it would mean that the
stock would have to travel 30 miles hefore
resting. That points to the necessity for
making the reserves Class A holdings in the
interests of the travelling publie. Then,
ghould a proposal be made to dispose of one
of the reserves, it would he necessayry for
special legislation to be introduced to Par-
liament, and the proposition would have the
light of public diseussion upon it. The
committer also dealt with watey supplies
and other problems, including wharfage
charges, with particular reference to {he
iniquitous supercharge of 20 per cent. that
has heen imposed for vears past. We also
dealt with the Navigation Act and the Gas-
co¥ne vermin charge, which was imposed hut
which the owners would not tolerate. We
also dealt with the question of improving
and stocking holdings, rentals, and the tariff,
pointing out many things that were essor.
tial for the North, seeh as wire netting,
fencing wire and so forth, which we con-
sidered should be admitted free of duty. We
also dealt with taxation, chilling works at
Derby, the Wyndham Meat Works, showing
what had been done and what should he
done, and also reported on Wyndham as
an airport. We dealt with fishing, pearl-
Eng, and whaling, mining, oil, and min-
Ing tenures. We sugeested that the Impe-
vial Covernment be approached with a
view to participation in dealing with the
problems of the Novth, and suggested re-
search operations. It is on this peint that
we drew criticism from the new member for
Gascoyne (Mr. Wise)., Owr only recom-
mendation with regard to research work was
as follows :—

Your committee recommend that a research
department be established in the Kimberleys
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for the purpose of investigating and advising
on stoek diseases, pests, Todder grasses, and
other pastures.

That is all we eould recommend under that
heading, because we had speeially brought
before us the trapical expert in the North to
give evidence. Having heard his testimony,
we could not do anything else but look upon
banana production at Carnarvon as the one
possibility there. 1 will deal with that mat-
ter later. That evoked the eriticism that I
have referred to, in the course of which the
members of the committee were referred
to as “St. George’s Terrace pastoralists,” and
so Forth. Incidentally, the eriticism also in-
¢lnded a reference to Mr, Baxter as a *“Min-
ister by aecident.” However, to revert to
the tropical experi whose evidence I have
referred to; that gentleman admitted to the
vominittee that he had heen touring round
the State since 1923. He had been here on
behalf of the State (overnment, but went
away and came baek on behalf of the Fed-
eral Government, I think he has been here
continuonsly since 1929, He admifted that
he had spent six or eight months in one
place. Why? Itis said he spent three months
on one station. T do not know why. There
does not seem any necessity for it, in view
of the evidence he gave. That expert also
admitted that somcone else had solved the
banana problem at Carnarvon, and, in veply
to a query regarding pinenpples, lie told the
committee that he would not be in & position
to answer the question for 12 menths. That
was nine months ago.

Sitting swuspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I was pointing out
that an expert who had bheenr in the North
on and off sinee 1923, when questioned re-
garding the growing of pineapples, desired
another vear before he counld express an
opinion, Asked by the conmittee to deserihe
the North, he described it, portienlarly the
Kimberleys, as a tropical country witheut
tropical rain. Questioned as to development
he said, “If yom mean agricultural develop-
ment, wy answer is no.” He =aid that tropi-
cal fodder could he wrown at Elephant Hill,
near Wyndhan, but he added that such an
aren, to be a success, would entail the ex-
penditure of a lot of money. He added, ©I
could not rvecommend Government money
heing spent ax a subsidy for advances on
that arca.” Ile told us also that he recom-
mended the Commonwealth Government that
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tropical fodder could be grown in that
locality, but that the question of economy
was entirely disregarded by him in his
recommendations. The only inference to he
drawn was that tropical fodder could be
grown there, but he would not recommend it
from an economic standpeint. True, in a
recent speech, aceording to Press reports, ke
veferred to peanuts. Peanuts have hbeen
grown there, hut we want something more
than peanuts to solve the problem of the
ereat North. Reference was also made to
Birdwood grass. T know something about
Birdwood grass and its history. The seed was
sent out by General Birdwood to the Craig
family, pastoralists of the North-West,
Hence the name. XNo tropieal expert pro-
duced it. General Birdwood was good
enough to send out the seed. T have tried to
grow it in the South but unsuecessfully., In
the North, however, it grows prolitically and
is a good fodder. The credit for the intro-
duction of that grass belongs to Gencral
Birdwood, not to the tropical expert. Deal-
ing with Carnarvon and the growing of
bananas—he would not express an opinion
regurding pincapples—he said, “I originally
ret out to prove the disadvantages of Car-
narvon for tropical agriculture” After 10
vears on and off, we ought to have got down
to something like fact. On his own statement
he set out to prove, not the advantages, but
the disadvantages. The two points he raised
were those of uncertain rainfall and heavy
winds, Both of those problems have been
solved, not by the tropical expert, but by
1wo young men who came here from Queens-
land and who knew the job. They over-
came the diffienity of uncertain rainfall by
pumping water from the adjacent river, and
they overcame the wind difficulty by erect-
ing trellises and covering them with 7-year
beans, and they have derived a handsome
profit from the beans. That is what the
practical men from Queensland bave aceom-
plished. But they have accomplished some-
thing Further. Although our expert did not
give mueh eredit to anybody, be was bound
to give eredit to those Queenslanders on
the pineapple question, because he had to
admit that they had revolutionised the out-
look for pineapple-growing at Carnarvon.
Thex did what he thought could never he
done, namely, produced pineapples under
irrigation without rain. I do no think it
fair that an expert should condemn the
North for fropical agrieulture when we ean
et practien]l men from the East to eome
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lere and show us that tropical agriculture
is possible. That is how the comnmittee blew
this so-called expert out. Henee his crificism
of the committee,

Hon. J. T. Franklin: One was theoretical
and the others were practical.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I have seen the
pineapples and have tasted them. 1 con-
sider the growing of pineapples under irri-
gation a most important develepment, especi-
ally as there is not only a local market but
an overseas market for them. For bananas
there is only a local market. I have been
accused of having done nothing for the
North. Tf the hon. member came fo my
office, he eounld find a complete record of
everything that has been done for the North
during the last 20 years, not only hy me but
By my colleagues. I have travelled the North
with Mr. MeCallam as Minister for Works
and Mr. Kiteon in his eapacity as Honorary
Minister. They have extended every cour-
tesv to me and treated me as if T was one
of their party, and 1 have treated them in
a like manner. On one oceasion during the
ship’s stay in port, T got Mr. MeCallum out
of bhed at 2 o'clock in the morning—the
weather was not too warm—to interview ve-
presentatives of the road board. TLet mc
give just one instance of something that has
been done. The Mitehell Government, when
in office some 10 years ago, wrongfully ex-
pended £17,000 belonging to the Gascowne
Vermin Board. The amount, with the addi-
tion of interest, has bheen carried forward
every vear until last year the t:tal had
reached over £30,000. I approached the
Mitchell Government about ten ¥years
ago in order to get the matter tested
in court, but the Mitchell Government
would not grant a petition of right.
I approached the Collier Government and
they would not grant a petition of right.
When the late Mr. Davy took oifice az At-
torney General and Minister for ths North-
West, I laid the facts before him. That wes
after T had been battling for nine wyears.
Ay, NMavy, who had a high coneeption of
vight and wrong, said, “This is politically
aidl commereially dishonest.” amd he saw
that a credit of £30,000 odd was passed.
By that act those people have ceased to he
penalised as they were penalised before, Tn
view of that one instance alone, are we to
undersiand that a recently elected member
hias heen able in three months to do move
ihan tke whole of the other members have
-done in years past? We represent the whole
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province from Shark Bay to Wyndham. If
Carnarvon is going to get all the plums,
T presume that someone else will speak up.
Surety My. Coverley, the member for Kim-
berley, who has had to fight two eleclions,
will llave something to say. If there is any-
thing in the stalement that so mueh has
been accomplished in three months where we
failed to do anything in years, there may
have been some ulterior objeet, of which I
wonld not aecuse the Premier, the Teader
of the House or the Honerary Minister, It
was known that there was a possibility
within the three months of the Gasecovne
election being contested, and that might have
had something to do with it, and with Car-
narvon getting all the plums, but I Fnd
that some other places are being treated in
a similar manner. I am not surprised a:
that because I know the justice that some mem-
bers of the Lalbour Party will deal out to the
northern parts of the State.  The member for
Gascoyne said land tax was an ini¢quitions
tax. T have hefore me a copy of the rules
enforced upon members of the Labour Party,
and No. 4 in the fighting platform is, “Un-
mproved land values taxation withont
cxception or rebate.” I ecannot sece how the
two statements can be reconciled—the one
that land tax is iniquitious, and the other,
the platform plank advocating unimproved
land values taxation without exeeption.
T have seen many elections conducted, Imt
I have never seen one carried out as the
Carnarvon election in March last. I want
the Leader of the House to make a note of
this, heeause it is one of the matiers that
should be inquired into. To begin with,
the presiding officer is the man who sits at
the table and issues personal votes. 1 eall
him the presiding officer for want of a bet-
ter term. This man was an employee of the
elected candidate’s ecommittee. He told me
with his own lips on the night hefore the
election that he was in the employ of the
candidate referred te. He volunteered the
information, and on the day of the clee-
tion, he was the man representing the
returning officer issning the personal vofes.
Section 16 of the Electoral Aet says “No
person holding an offieial position in con-
nection with any politieal organisation or
eleetion committee shall be appointed an
officer under this Aect.

The Chief Seeretary: The present Gov-
ernment were not in office then.
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Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Yes. The duty of
the present Government is to inquire into
the matter, and it is an inquiry that I am
asking for. This gentleman, appointed pre-
siding officer to sit at the table and issue
the personal votes of the electors as those
electors come in to vote, is an officer under
the Electoral Aet. If he is not, what else
is he? We come to the question of scrutiny
and the scrutineers. The returning officer,
so the opposing eandidate informed me—
and this has not heen disputed—would allow
only one serutineer at the principal polling
place, Carnarvon, Section 118 of the Elee-
toral Aect sets out that there shall be one
serntineer at each polling place, or section
of a polling plaee. In Carnarvon there
were two sections, onc section on the floor of
the courthouse and another oecupied hy the
returning officer on the bench. During the
day the returning officer opencd every postal
vote that was there, 400 odd, and there was
no scrutineer present.

Hon. Sir Charles Nathan: Was that the
samie man?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: T am referring to
the returning officer who was on the heneh.
There was one serutincer ehecking the votes
on the floor of the hiouse and the returning
officer was on the hench dealing with the
postal  votes without a serutineer.  The
Chief Secretary knows that T do not make
statements without faets to back them up.

Hon. C. I, Basxter: Did the candidate
ask for another appointment?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I am informed by
My, Angelo that the refurning olficer would
allow anly one serntineer, and that seruti-
neer was cheeking the personal votes on the
floor of the houze. When the poll closed
tlie pustal votes were all in a hox, and the
returning officer refused permission to either
the candidate or his serutineer to inspect
anvthing exeept the face of the ballot
papers. Lot me draw attention to Sub-sec-
tions 2 and 3 of Section 97 of the Electoral
Act, Sub-section £ sets out first of all what
the poestal vote ofticer has to do. and Sub-
seetion 3 says “The postal vote officer shall
endorse on the hallot paper the name of the
distriet as on the counterfoil. the date of
issue and siwn the endorsement.”  What
hope had anyone to check these votes when
they were opened without  serutiny, and
when the returning officer refu-ed to allow
the candidate or Dbis scratineer to =ce the
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face of the ballot
way they could be
valid was to see whether they were
certified on the back by a postal
officer. For about half the number of the
votes recorded there were ne serctincers.
The postal votes at Carnarvon numbered
410, and they were declared by the return-
ing oflicer, without scrutiny, to be 143 for
Angelo and 263 for Wise. Community of
interest comes in, and the postal votes came
trom the squatters perhaps 100 miles lLack.
When we get to Billahallong where there
was another polling booth and the same class
of electors were voting, we get the position
reversed altogether. The figures were Angelo
56 and Wise 9. This was under a serutiny.
Mr., Wise himself told me he could not
understand how the squatters eame to vote
for him; they had treated him with con-

paper? The only
acknowiedeed as

tempt. In some ecases, he was threatened
that if he cume to the stations again
he would be put on the wood heap.

1n view of what had happened, he should
have understood the position. I come
now to the postal votes. Records show
that o nmnber of postal votes were handed
to the Electoral Department in time, but
they were not in time to reach Carnarvoen.
L understand a number of them were posted
by the Eleetoral Department, and I think
evidenve ean be produced to show the date
on which tiroze postal votes were handed in
to the department in Perth, A great num-
hei of them did not reach their destination.

Tlon. E. H. Harris: They were never
counted, yvon mean.

Hou. J, J. HOLMES: I have discovered
two weak points in the Electoral Act which
I' think should he amended, and I hope the
Minister will take early steps in that direc-
tion. First of all the postal vetes should he
sont by regiztered post and then there would

be no difliculty about tracing them. The
mistake i+ that the Aet provides that
the  postal  vote  officer’s name st
onwear an the  outside  of  the  on-

velope. Tt i quite right to put the name
un the hallot paper which makes it valid,
Lut they have to pni the name on the en-

velape and so, as the postal votes go through

now it iz kmown at onee when siemed
bvoosny, an officor of the Pastoral-
Y - H H

=t Association on  the envelape, that

the vote contained in the envelope is not a
Lahour vole, A lot of those votes dizap-
peared and no trace could be found of them.
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I only ask what I think is a fair thing, and
that is that the whole matter should be in-
quired into. If I had been a candidate, I
should lave insisted upon an inguiry and
possibly another election,

Hon. G. Fraser: Do you think it was enly
the anti-Lahor votes that were missing?

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: All T know is that
T have serntinised the roll which I under-
stand compares with the returning officer’s
roll and the votes are not shown as having
heen recorded. What are the Government
going to do about 1t? Something should
be done. becanse we must have clean elec-
tions so that people may give effect to their
wishes. There can he no question of ignor-
anee on the part of the veturning officer. 1
have been in this ITouse for 20 years, and
only on one oceasion have 1 mentioned the
name of a eivil servant. One conid men-
tion them every day of the week if it were
s0 desired, but it 15 not ericket, and we re-
frain from doing so unless the necessity
aetually avises. The case to which I refer-
red was that of Mr. Connolly, who was
Agent General when he transferred the
ageney of the Wyndham Meat Company
to a eompany of which he was a
dircclor. At that time T thought it was my
duty to speak, and say that that should not
have lappened. There ean be no question
of ignorance on the part of the returning
officer to whom I have allnded. I under-
stand he has condueted eleetions before, He
knows the law, or should know it. In eon-
versation with bim before the election he
expressed annoyance hecanse the late Mr.
Davy, who was at that time Attorney Gen-
eral, had not given lim a magisterial ap-
pointment.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: What is lie now?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Clerk of Courts,
T do not believe that JMr. Collier, Mr. Drew
or Mr, Kitson or any other member T know
would bhe a party to an aet of the kind I
have described. There are rumours of re-
tiring magistrates and consequent magis-
terial appointments. I do not take any
notice of them. T place confidence in the
hetter men of the Labour Party, who
I bhelieve will do the right thing. The
first point I raise is what part the
Government played in appointing the
Iate Lieut.-Governor? My second ques-
tion has been dealt with by the Minister, who
assured us that it is proposed to amend the
Land Act as suceesled. Also T want to know
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is it proposed to appoint an np-to-date Eropi-
cal expert for the North. We have had a
suggestion from another place that the late
ccecupant of the post is acting in an honorary
capacity. Well, one eunnot serve God and
Mammon. If that eentleman is to act in an
honorary eapacity, I presume it is honorary
merely in respect of salary, beeanse the Con-
stitution will not permit any alternative,
But 1 eannot find anything that would pre-
vent an honorary tropical expert from trav-
elling at Government expense on the State
steamer or any other steamer, or in travel-
ling about the country in a Government
wotor car eonsuming  Government petrol, and
incidentally confinuing the good work on
behalt of the party to which he has been
attaehed for many years. It is only fair that
we should know from the Government what
they propese to do about tropieal agrienlture
in the Nerth. For my part, I refuse to be-
lieve that, with all that magnificent country,
we have got down to peanuts, Birdwood
grass—introdueed by somebody clse,—pine-
apples that some Queenzlanders have demon-
strated can be grown under irrigation, and
bananas, when this expert thought that the
climatic conditions at Carnarvon would pre-
clude anything of the sort being grown.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Did not he attempt
Fruit trees?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: [ saw by a re-
port to the Director of Agriculture that he
thought some good might be aecomplished if
he vizited the stations and gave demonstra-
tions as to how the gardens should be tended,
In conelusion 1 wish to say without egotism
that 1 have never side-tracked anv attack
upon wtme. I do not eare what views other
members of the North may have, but T have
never yet taken an insuit without having a
hit-back. Hitherto we know that members,
irrespective of party, have worked in har-
mony.  When Mr, Coverley was first re-
tarned for Kimberley 1 put him on the right
track in many instances. That is what we
were all doing. We have at present amongst
s what | consider a dangerous and per-
nicious  tropieal growth whicli must he
nipped in the bud. That is all T have to
say. 1 think the several matters T have
alluded fo are deserving of attention and
close inquiry, and T pin my Faith on the
Teader of the House to see that it iz done.
T will support the Bill.

HON. E. H. HARRIS
[8.6] :

(North-East)
In this Supply Bill we are cheer-
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fully asked to grant to the Government the
necessary revenue with which to carry on.
Before doing that, | propose to make a few
remarks. Mr. Collier recently expressed
the view that as a State we have nof vet
turned the corner. With that I agree. I
«do not envy Ministers the task they will
have Iin negotiating the cormers in future,
in their endeavour lo meet their recent
election obligations, MAlrendy by speech
and in writing in the columns of the
““Waorker.”" the party’s oflicial organ, they
are showing signs of iheir helplessness.
They complain there is only a limited
amount of money available, notwithstand-
ing that they have had more loan money
than had their predecessors, and have had
it showered upon them by the much abused
Commonwealth Government. From my
place in this Ilouse I have previously said
that the only pure-merino Labour leader
in the Comunonwealth, the only man that
has endeavoured fo put Labour’s platform
info practice, was the much criticised J. T.
Lang, the ex-Labour Premier of New Sounth
Wales, who was supplanied by another,
due to there heing a State Governor who was
game enough to intervene on behalf of the
State. It would be appropriate to make
reference to the appointment of the Tient.-
Covernor, Sir James Mitchell. In recom-
mending him to His Majesty, the Labour
Ciovernment evidently had a double-bar-
relled motive, first to score a bloodless vie-
tory by having appointed a Staje Governor
who is a resideni of the State, and sce-
ondly to preclude their strongest politieal
opponent from again contesting the Nor-
tham seat, which he represented for 28
consecutive years. That, in my opinion,
was a distinet conp on the part of the
Premier and his Cabinet. To appease the
wrath of rank and file party members, the
Government deelared they had been un-
aware that such an appointment was to be
made. Surely that is pure invention! T
cannot believe the Collier Giovernment or
any other Government would stand for a
Lient.-Governor being appointed without
their full knowledge. Now a few words
regarding the gold-mining reservations.
Notwithstanding many requests, residents
on the Eastern Goldfields found they were
unable fo secure full information ahout
the areas, the locations and to whom
they had been granted. Following repre-
sentations made, T asked the T.eader of the
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House certain ¢uestions as to the aveas
and the eonditions. It was nuite a revela-
tion to the citizens of the State, particu-
lnrly those on the goldhields, when those
particulars were given. Objections to soine
proposed reservations in 1923 might be re-
ferred to. At that time gold was 83s. per
ounce, and the then Minister for Mines
(Mr. Scaddan), with the objeet of attraet-
ing investors and speeulators who might
bring eapital into Western Australia to try
out =ome former inines that had been
abandoned, suggested that he eni Western
Australia info 36 sruares, after the man-
ner of a draught-board, each one to be n
reservation limited {o the abandoned leases
within the avea. I think the proposal was
that if anvone tock n reservation, it would
be limited to three or five wvears. Mr.
Seaddan invited all the goldfields members
to inspect the scheme that had been pre-
pared amnd express their opinions on it.
Those opinions proved to be against any
such propesal being granted. The loeal
hodies of the TFastern Goldfields civenlar-
ised every goldficlds member, voicing their
protest.  Labour  members eriticised it
from every angle, and the proposal was
abandoned. 1 have here reports of a num-
ber of speeches that were made in opposi-
tion to that preposal, bui I will merely
seleet one which 1s a fair average sample.
Thisx was a speeeh by Mr, Cunningham, ihe
member for Kalgoorlie, made on the 15th
May, 1923, Awmongst other things, M.
Cuanninglham said—

The Minister for Mines has brought along
a proposition to divide the auriferous areas
into 36 sections which conld be granted to
uany concessionaire who mide application for
them.  LF this suggestion were carried out it
would mean that the prospectors would le
driven out of ruange of these abandoned min-
ing properties in search of virgin ground. Tt
was up to Labour wmembers to come out and
open the eves of the people to the fact that
the Mitchell Government were doing every-
thing in the way of grunting monopolies. The
Government had assisted a State prospeeting
party, who had made discoveries in the region
of Mount Shenton, and were given a conces-
sion of over 2,000 acres. He wished the Jones’
party good luck, but he was not satisfied that
it wag in tiie best interests of the goeldmining
industry to grant such an extemsive aren. The
mining laws, he thought, were sufficiently lib-
eral to have allowed them to take up as many
24.aere leaxes as they required. The Govern-
ment should hesitate hefore granting any other
prospecting party an area of over 2,000 acres
of auriferous country.
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Hon. G. Fraser: Do you know whether
My, Cunningham bas changed his views since
then?

Hon, E. H. HARRIS: I helieve he threw
u few bouquets at the Minister over the
prospecting scheme.

Hon. G. Fraser: That has nothing to do
with the reservations.

Hon. E, H, HARRIS: I have some fur-
tner extraets here which may enlighten the
hon. member.

Hon. J. Cornell: The hon. member should
perbaps keep to the subjects about whieh he
knows something.

Hon. E. H, HARRIS: The hostility from
{he Labour members was fairly unanimous,
and the seheme was abandoned.  Subse-
quently a few reservations here and there
were made by Mr. Scaddan.  After Lab-
cour's bitter hostility towards these reser-
vations, it was a surprise packet to many
Lahourites to find that the Minister for
JMines had granted the veservations that had
heen tabled in the House.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: Were they more than
2,000 acres?

Hou. E. H. HARRIS: Yes. Recently the
Tributers and Prospectors’ Association
waited on the Minister when he was visiting
the distriet, and lodged a protest. They were
amazed to find that sinece the protests of
these bodies to him, further immense areas
had heen granted. JMembers who have
looked at the veplies that ave laid on the
Table will have noticed that over 1,000,000
acres eontaining 49 reservations have been
reserved. Tt may be of interest if I quote
from the latest report of the Department
of Mines the aereage that is embodied in the
whole of the gold mining leases in this
State. The acreage heid nnder mining lease
Tor all minerals is 54,119 acres. The reot»
T asked for referred to gold onlv. On an-
cither page it is shown that the area under
prospecting leases for gold and minerals.
apart from coal, is 28,536 acres, and is less
hy 1,860 acres than in the preceding year,
probably explained by a preference to tak-
ing up leases. The acreage held under each
showed an inerease greater than the falling-
off in the prosperting areas. This shows a
total acrenge of gold mining leases and pros-
peeting arveas for enld mining and mineral
lensez of 82.655 aeres. That reinrn wns
laid on the Tahle of the House on Thurs-
day last. That evening. to quate from the
“Kalgnorlie Miner,” the goldfields local
bodies, which embrace the Kalzoorlie and
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Boulder road board area, and Coolgardie,
held their annnal meeting at Coolgardie. The
policy of past Governments and of the pre-
sent Government in allowing large reserva-
tions of Crown lands to mining companies
und private individuals was the subject of
strong and unanimous criticism at this meet-
ing of combined goldfields governing bodies.
Members expressed themselves strongly in
disfavour of such a policy, and it was re-
solved to request the Minister to grant no
further reservations. The governing bodies
took an active interest, together with Lab-
our members, when the reservations were
granted in 1923. After the meeting had
dealt further with the matter we had this
eriticism from Councillor Elliott—

There were twe different varieties of con-
cessions granted: one was the kind whiech was
given in many parts of the State to Mr. de
Bernales and others, and the other was the
type given to certnin mining companies Dby
the present Minister. Tn the former case the
prospector found that he wns, wittingly or un-
wittingly, on the concession, regarded legally
48 a trespasser,

I do not know what was in the mind of the
speaker when he used that term. The
mnjority of the prospectors, I believe, who
bave recently been sent out under the scheme
at 15s. a week, have not the necegsary money
with which to huy a miner's right. Legally
lhey have no claim to anything they may
take.

Hon. J. Cornell:
cases of that sort.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Amongst those
who went out are some experienced men,
whe would know enough not to go with-
cut miners’ rights. They get a few
hefty young fellows who can develop a pros-
peet if one is found. If there are three or
four in a party, the only person with a
legal right to a claim, which may prove to
he a Great Boulder, would be the prospec-
tor who had the miner’s right. It is not
unknown that in a ease of that sort, when
it comes to a question of pegging-out, the
lense belongs to the man who has the miner’s
right. The meefing asked what would be
the pesition if an alluvial find were made
on reserved land. T should like some ex-
planation ahout that. The terms recard-
ing these reservations differ. Tt appears to
me that in some cases the man who perged
out a find would have everv right to it.
There is a difference of opinion as to the
richt of the individual to mark off a lease

I know half a dozen
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on a reserve, as to whether it would be open
to him az if it were Crown land, The terms
of the reserves provide in some instances
that the finder shall, if he desires to sell,
give the first right to the company or
individual who holds the reserve. In ofher
words, the person who has the reservation
is always a prospective buyer of anything
that is found upon it. I do not know
whether that right would be given fo the
man who made the claim, or whether all
the prospectors in the district could come
into it and mark out and get their claims,
That is & matter upon which prospeetors
would weleome information.

Hon. J. Cornell: Is a reservation a re-
servation if someone else can take it?

Hon. B. H. HARRIS: They would like
this clarified. No doubt the Chief Secre-
tary will be able to enlighten us. I have
a further quotation from the “Kalgoorlie
Miner,” which expresses in strong terms
their disapproval when a former Minister
granted these reservations—

The reply to the question recently asked by
Mr. E. H. Harris, M.L.C., in the Legislative
Council reveals the most astounding land grab
in the history of mining in Australia . ... At
# time when thousands of men are scouring
the country for gold, when scores of mining
companies are taking options over prospectors’
shows, and spending money on their develop-
ment in the hope of opening up a mine, we
find that the Minister for Mines has granted
two coneessions to individuals and mining eor-

poraticns over areas aggregating 1,153,584
faeres.

Hon. J. J. Holmes:
right?

Hon. G. W, Miles: Does that include the
rivers?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: No. I do not know
whether they are two miles long or 100
miles long. The river reservations include
all river rights on the GGascoyne, Ashburton,
Forteseue, De Grey and Yule Rivers. The
whole of the prospecting areas for gold and
minerals in Western Australia comprises
82.655 acres.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: And this runs into
over & million aeres.

Hon. E. H HARRIS: Yes.
goorlie Miner” continues—

Are those figures

The “Kal-

At one time a plank of the Lahour Party’s
nolicy dealt with the abolition of monopolies.
The (ollicr Government appear to have sub-
stituted a plank for the creation of mining
millionaires. An astounding thing is the man-
ner in whieh the Labour Government differen-
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tiates between the genuine worker and the
big capitalist to the advantage of *‘big busi-
ness.’!  The prospector or small leascholder
has to transaet his business with the Mines
Department iu the light of day, He has to
make application to a warden for a lease or
prospecting area, and before it can be granted
every foeility is offered for the lodging of ob-
jeetions, The big mining man apparently can
transact his business in the Minister’s private
sanctum, and nothing is known of the trans-
action until a belated announcemnt is made
that the Minister has signed away the properiy
of the people. By that time the big man can
snap his fingers at the public whose property
hag been handed over to him, and the Minister
can go on drawing his Ministerial salary—
until the next election.

Hou. J. Cornell: Have these reservations
to be manned?

Hon, E. H. HARRIS: Some bhave to
be manned by two men. There is one area
of 16 square miles or 10,240 acres. In such
a reservation 1t would be difficult to find
out whether the employment conditions were
being observed or not. The ‘‘Kalgoorlie
Miner” continues—

Even the battling prospector has to pay a
fee for his prospecting area, and the small
leascholder has to pay his lease rent; the holder
of a rescrvation covering thousands of acres
may pay uothing at all

There is provision for the payment of a
fee of £5 5s. for a reservatiom.

Hon. . Fraser: I know one concern
which must spend £10,000 a year.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: They may be
spending £20,000. Some of them have sent
out geologists to get a plan of the area. One
can see from the list provided that some
areas have been idle since 1929, and have
heen granted from year to year,

Hon. G. Fraser: I know others which are
not closed reservations, and prospectors ean
operate upon them as ‘they have always
done.

Hon, E. H. HARRIS: That may be so.
I am speaking of the conditions set out in
the reference. The “Kalgoorlie Miner” con-
tinues—

Every new find on or near a reservation will
enhanee the value of the surrounding ground
and the eoncessionnires will e able to rake in
the unearned inerement. A really good find on
or near any of the reservations might casily
make the reserved area worth millions of
pounds to the enterprising monopolists.

I urge that whatever may he done in recard
to any reservation, the public have a right
to get information of it at the Mines De-
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partment or, preferably, through a local
newspaper. This publicity would cost noth-
ing, as the journals would be glad of the
information. The area of the reservation
and all conditions relating fo it should be
published in every instance, Much can be
said regarding the good points of such re-
servations. One is the invitation to capital
to come to Western Australia. We know
that capitalists will not look at small areas.

Hon. J. Cornell: Foreign capital looks
at small leases in South Africa.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: That may be, but
it is not the case here. Capitfalists are dis-
posed to look around for a reservation in
the vicinity of any pground they take up.
Men are not inelined to prospect reserva-
tions when they ean find, close by, aurifer-
ous country on which they will be snbject
to no restrictions. Many of these reserva-
tions have been renewed from year to year.
Many complaints made by prospestors in
this regard do not refer to Mr. Munsie, but
fo Mr. Scaddan, who defended Mr. Munsie’s
action. I did not hear Mr. Munsie’s recent
defence, but I presume he contended, as is
usually contended, that it was desirable te
bring capital into the State. (Wiluna is the
great illustration. Wiluna was held up for
a considerable time, but eventually was
floated in London and hecame the huge pro-
position it now is. I support the remarks
of Mr. R. G. Moore regarding the embargo
on Kimberley stock. North-Western mem-
bers may think I am not interested in what
goes on in the North-West.

Hon. J. J. Holmes:
with a broad view.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: In my provinece
there is chieflly mining, but there is also a
good deal of pastoral, running up towards
Wiluna and Leonora, in which distriet there
are stations that in good seasons ean ac-
commodate large numbers of stock. I have
in mind folks with a large area in the Kim-
berleys which is considerably over-stocked.
Whereas in good seasons they eould readily
accommodate large numbers of cattle near
Leonora, the regulations prevent them from
bringing the eattle down. DMinisters have
from fime to time sheltered themselves he-
hind the reports of stock inspectors; hnt
everyone connected with the pastoral indns-
fry says that if the line was altered so as
to extend a little farther south, much-needed

Another member

[COUNCIL.]

Facilities would be afforded to people in the
North having stock and unable to get them
away except, as Mr. Moore said, by drov-
ing thew to another State and hringing them
back here. Those facilities would he appre-
ciated not only hy pastoralists in the North
but also by those in the neighbourhood of
the goldfields. A good deal of meat is con-
sumed on the goldfields, and cattle could
be brought down there without risk of
their coming further south than the mining
areas of Coolgardie. T understand the Gov-
crnment have appointed a ecommittee to in-
vestigate this matter, and I hope it will he
fully inquired into from the standpoint of
men who have invested money in the
pastoral industry of the North and
want to bring cattle down,

"HON. €. H. WITTENOOM (South-
FEast) [8.35]: T offer no objection to the
Bill, as the (tovernment must be granted
money; but this is an oceasion on whieh
one has a ceertain latitude, and 1 shall take
the opportunity of offering some remarks
which may be deseribed as parochial. Last
week an hon. member said that the granting
of Supply was like signing a blank chenue.
Nothing else is to be expeeted, as no infor-
mation is given regarding the manner in
which the money is to be spent. The Gov-
ernor’s Speeeh, which is more vague than
usual, gives no information whatever as to
the future expenditure of the Government.
The ZBpeech merely mentions the Yuna rail-
way, which will traverse excellent country;
and therefore the Bill will receive my sup-
port unless something ocears in the course
of the debate to cause me to e¢hange my
mind. Let me follow the example of many
hon. members and congratulate Sir James
Mitchell on his appointment as Lieut.-Gov-
ernor. The appointment is a fitting tribute
to one who has devoted many years of his
life to the serviee of the Western Austra-
lian people and the advancement of the
country. It is due to Sir James Mitehell
that we have the great development in the
South-Western and Great Southern dis-
tricts. The butter export industry is due
to his faith in that country. I do not know
whether the appointment is a matier of
vears, or merely at the pleasure of the Pre-
mier,

Hon, J. J. Holmes: At the pleasure of
the King,
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Hon. C. H. WITTENQOOM: I do hope
fhat when the time comes for Sir James
Mitebell to retire—not for many years I
hope—the appointment to the position will
automaticatly, or by some other arrange-
ment, fall to the Chief Justice, which ar-
vangement I regard as the most satisfac-
tory. T also take this opportunity of con-
gratulating My, Drew on his appointment
as Chief Seeretary, which must be most
gratifying to all members. As a leader MMr.
Drew has shown great taet and ability, qual-
ifies whieh are essential even in a Chamber
described as non-party. Further, T con-
gratulate Mr. Kitson, who has proved him-
zelf a eapable Minister. For three years
the work of this Chamher was done by only
one Minister, but the burden is far more
than one man should be asked to carry. I
welcome 3Mr. Kitson’s re-appointment. How-
ever, T am a little surprised at the appoint-
ment of nine Ministers, when the last three
sesrions have shown that the work ean be
done by seven. In the circumstances one
would have thought that six Ministers in
another place and two here would have suf-
ficed.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: Six altogether wonld
have heen sufficient.

Hon. G. W. Miles: There would have heen
only six Ministers altogether if the other
Government had eome back.

Hen. C. H. WITTENOOM: Now I turn
to the reclamation work being douc by the
present Government at the Causeway. 1
consider that a great deal of money is be-
ing spent there unneeessarily. If the Canse-
way Is to be beauntified, it is work for the
Perth City Council, who are doing similar
work at Mount’s Bay-read, in the way of
widening and beautifying, so suceessfully
that I wish to take this epportunity of con-
gratulating the Lord Mayor on it. It has
been done so splendidly that other work of
the same kind ought not to be taken from
the Perth City Council and given to an-
other body. DMoreover, the Government
should do only work of a reproductive
nature, whieh the reclamaiion of the Cause-
way is not. During the last six weeks the
Press has published several lists of works
to be undertaken by the Government. They
involve large sums of money, and are to bo
put in hand in various parts of the State.
A good deal of work was to be done at Ger-
aldten, a goed deal at Bunbury, and a very
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large amount at Fremantle. As regards Ger-
aldton, I am very glad indeed that the works
proposed are to be taken in hand. Gerald-
ton iz exporting over 2,000,060 bags of
wheat per season, and the harbour requires
some improvement. Even after the large
amount of money spent on the harbour,
gales from the North-West are apt to do
damage, as in the case of a ship reeently
there. Again, Geraldton is the port of a
large farming area. Similar remarks ap-
ply to Bunbury, which is having eonsider-
able {rouble trom silting around the jetties.
The harbowr must be kept right for ship-
ping, being required for timber, coal, and
farm products. Each time I have looked at
these lisis I have looked almost in vain for
the name of wmy own port—Albany. T
said that I am going to he parochial.
Albany appears to be forgotten, so little is
it mentioned, Improvements are done,
but geperally  some distanee out  of
Albany, Nothing is done to improve the
Albany jetty or reelaim the foreshore, Many
vears ago & certain amount of dredging was
done at the town jetty, but it is so long ago
that T ean hardly remember it,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The Government
dredged the harbour 2 fect deeper than was
needed.

Hon. ¢. H. WITTEXQOM: No. The in-
side harhour at present is 2 feet deeper than
the entrance,

Hon. G, F. Baxter: Since it iz the best
harbour in the State, there is no need to
do anything to it.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: But there is
no wharfage accommodation. Albany has
merely the same old jetty in the same state
of disrepair. The crane on the jetty is only
half the size it should be.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Roebourne has no
jetty at all

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: There is
silting around the town jetty, which, how-
ever, requires but little dredging. The
“Karoola” latterly has had to go to the deep
water jeity instead of the town jJetty,
and thus Western Australin loses the ad-
vantages which would result from Eastern
States visitors secing the town of .\lbany.
There is scope for great development in that
direction, and Western Australia loses a
zood advertisement in consenuence of the
present arrangement.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Cannot the boats moor
at the town jetty now?
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Hon, C. H. WITTENOOM: No, hecause
the bottom of the harbour has silted up dur-
ing the past fifteen or twenty years.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The boats shonld be
able to berth there.

Hon. C. H, WITTENOOM: 1 agree. Very
shortly the jetties at Albany will be in a sad
state of disrepair. One jetfy is under the
control of the Railway Department, and it
is in a meost dangerous condition,

Hon. J. Cornell: The Esperance jetty is
like Mahomet's coffin.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: The fact that
the Esperance jetty is in a bad state of re-
pair does not mean that the Albany jetties
should be in a similar eondition. If one
were to inspect the jetties from below, it
would be seen that the piles have heen dupli-
cated and the old piles are merely hanging
from the top. A large amount of money
will soon be required for adequate mainten-
ance and repairs. The existing jeities are
totally unsuitable for bulk handling pur-
poses because they are too narrow and are
in snch a bad condifion. I attach much im-
portance io that phase, becanse I believe that
in a few years the bulk handling system will
be installed at the main poris of the
State. For that reason I desire to
see the jetties at Albany properly renovated
or replaced by wharves. When the bulk
handling scheme was drawn up, definite
schemes were outlined for Fremantle, Bun-
bury and Geraldton, but the scheme for
Albany was far from complete. TIn the later
scheme that has been propounded recently,
Albany is hardly mentioned. I admit that
applies largely to Geraldton and Bunbury
as well, for the scheme i1s one that affects
particularly the Fremantle zone. So long
as the Albany jetties remain in their present
conditlon, there is no c¢hanee of butk hand-
ling being installed there, and Albany cannot
afford to be excluded from any such scheme.
The port will run the risk of losing the
wheat traffic that should be handled there.
It will pay a farmer better to send bhis
bnlk wheat from Gnowangerup, for instance,
to Fremantle than to send his wheat in bags
to Albhany.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: I do not think you are
rizht thero.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM : I think I am.
It costs roughly a penny a bushel more by
rail from Gnowangerup to Fremantle. Tt
was estahlished by the joint select committee
that investizated the bulk handling scheme
last vear, that the farmer would be saved

{COUNCIL.]

threepence between the farm and the sid-
ing. Tn those civcumstanees, the farmer
who sent his wheat in bulk from Gnowan-
gerup to Fremantle would save twopence in
bags alone.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: I do not regard that
as proved. That was merely a finding of
the joint select committee, and I do not think
the saving is there.

Hon. C. H. WITTENQOM: The matter
was gone info very fuliy. For the convey-
ance of wheat from the farms to the port,
heavy trains are required, and these will take
the wheat to the bins constructed on the
foreshore.

Hon, G. W. Miles: Will not the usc of the
jetties be largely done away with if bulk
handling is installed?

Hon. €. H. WITTENOOM : They should
be replaced by wharves. Certainly the
wheat will have to be deposited in bins on
the shore and then transferred by means of
clevators to lighter trains for conveyance
over the jetties to the ship’s side. I would
suggest that a small portion of the
foreshore should be reclaimed to provide two
berths, 2s a preliminary to a larger scheme.

Hon. &, W. Miles: That is a sensible
scheme,

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOQRM: The scheme
has been discussed in Albany for many vears
and has been reporied upon by engineers.
The site lends itself fo the work because the
water is deep close off shore and will enable
big ships to moor there. The material re-
quired for the work is conveniently situated
at hand and could be almost gravitated to
the position required. Tt would not be like
the experiences at Fremantle and Geraldton
where rock had to be transported long
distances. The work could be carried out
by unskilled labour and would absorb a
large number of men who would be work-
ing, as the Minister for Employment dasires,
near to their own homes. The site for the
work is opposite what is known as “the
Lagoon’” The Albany municipal authorities
and the Chamber of Commerce wish
that area to be vreclaimed, but the
Minister for Employment has refused to
allow if to he done under snstenance condi-
tions hecanse he states it is not reproductive
work. Before long, that work will have to
be done for railway purposes alone. Tu my
epinior. the construetion of the two hertins
would be Teproductive and would not be
ornamental like the Swan River foreshore
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improvements. The Lagoon is close to the
Albany Cool Stores that are now used for
fruit and other commoadities. We anticipate
that the works will be re-modelled for
the freezing of fat lamhs for export.
About eight months ago the Albany Cham-
her of Commerce approached the then Gov-
erument and asked thai a report should be
made on the conversion of the eool stores
into freezing works. The then Premier, Sir
James Mitchell, sent an expert on eool stor-
age matters and also an engineer to carry
out an inspection and submit a report, I
know the report was framed and submitied
but what has become of i, T cannot tell,
We have made repeated inquiries, bni we
have been unable to ascertain whether the
report is in the possession of the depart-
mental officers or is in the hands of the
Government. The Albany Chamber of Com-
merce have asked for the report on several
occasions, but we cannot get hold of it.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: It is useless freezing
fat lambs at Albany if the ships cannot lift
them hecause of the inadequacy of the ship-
ping facilities.

Hon. C. H. WITTENQQOM: If we have
the lambs, the ships will 1ift them. We can
grow the right type of lamb for export
and that was proved during the last week or
two when o consignment of fat lambs were
sent from Mt. Barker to the Midland June-
tion sale yards. The report received on the
lambs was that they were perfect for ex-
port and an ideal export type.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: They should go to
Albany, not to Midland Junction.

Hon. C. . WITTENOOM : 1 quite agree,
and that is why we want freezing works
ai Albany. The lambs are a South Down
merino cross, and dress at 30 to 36 lbs.,
which I understand is the correet weight.
They realised an average of 21s., which is
a very good price. That demonstrate, that
not only ean perfect lambs he produced in
the South-West for export purposes, but
ther ean be made available at fimes when
the market is best for them, which is mid-
September to mid-Novemhbher. We have
proved that the distriet is capable of turn-
ing out the right type of lamb, hence our
anxiety to have the cool stores converted
mto freezing works. There is one other
matter to which I desire to refer, and that
is in eonneetion with the Western Austra-
lian Woollen Mills at Albany. The com-
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pany received great consideration at the
hands of the Mitchell Government, and of
the Collier Government who were in office
before the adveni of that Administration.
I hope that the present Government and
the Government Tender Board will extend
similar consideration to the mills,  The
guality of the material produced at the mills
is excellent. Tt is quite common for people
in various parts of the Commonwealth, who
are in a position to know, to inform the
management that the cloth manufactured at
{he mills at Albany is not excelled elsewhere
in Australia. We have been told that re-
peatedly. The cloth compares more than
favourably regarding wool materials, which
we are told are absolutely first-class. What
iz perhaps the best proof of that fact is
that large quantities are sent to the Eastern
States in competition with the output of the
lavger mills there and we are able to com-
pete not only on the basis of quality but on
that of price as well. The company are
very fortunate in the manager who is in
control of the works and we could not pos-
sibly get a hetter one. The niills are work-
ing overtime to ecomply with the orders.
We have an excellent staff and the employees
are nearly all voung Western Australians
who have adapted themselves to the work
easily and well. We are using nothing but
Collie coal although formerly we did use
some Neweastle coal. 1 support the second
reading of the Bill.

HON. J. T. FRANKLIN (Metropolitan)
[9.58]: I congratulate wyom, Mr. President,
on the resnlts of your trip fo the Old Coun-
try, and the exeellent work vou ecarried ont
in the interests of the State. On every
possible occasion you spoke in glowing terms
of this glorious part of the Commonwealth.
That is what we require of our public men,
more especially from men who hold such a
high and important position as you do. T
congratulate my old friend, the Chief Sce-
retary, and also Mr. Kifson, on once more
assuming the duties of Ministerial office. T
have vivid recollections of my advent to the
House, when I went to Mr. Drew for ad-
vice, and found him at all times willing
and anxious to assist me. 1 thank him for
what he did for me then, and I know he
will earry on along the same lines as he did
in the past. BEvervone who has spoken this
evening has referred in glowing terms to
the appointment of the Lieut.-Governor. 1
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am pleased that a native-horn \Western Aus-
tralian has been appointed to that office.
While I am of the opinion that the Gover-
nor should come from the Old Country, if
we are to have a local man, I do not think
the Government—in fact, I am sure on the
point—eould have found one more suitable
to occupy the position than Sir James Mit-
chell. I congratunlate tlie people of Western
Australin on the appointment. When we
read the newspapers and get into touch with
Alinisters, we realize that they have a very
difficult task before them. T consider, how-
ever, that they are going ahout their task
in a workmanlike manner. They ave getting
all the information possible and seeuring
advice from all sections of the people. The
Minister for Employment adopted a very
wise course when he appointed an Economie
Couneil to assist and advise him of the pos-
sihility of finding work for the unemployed,
That is what I have advocated all my life;
a round-table conference ean get further
than if the parties concerned stand aloof. T
expeet good results to follow the confer-
ences being held. The Minister for Works
proposes to expend a large sum of money
on the Perth-Fremantle-road. While I do not
wish to be parochial, 1 believe that though
the money could he spent there to advan-
tage, it might better be used to widen and
strengthen the Canning Bridge or ereet a
new bridge. Then heavy mofor lorries
sheuld be prolibited from using the road
on the north side of the river. The Can-
ning-road cost over £120,000 and carries
very little traffic, whereas all the heavy
traffic should {ake that road. I understand
that the engineer who built it believed it
was intended to carry the heavy motors,
and that is why sneh a substantial road was
constructed. In the near future the hridge
over the Canning River will have to be
strengthened or a new structure erected,
This would be an opportune time to under-
take the work, and less expenditure would
be required than is proposed to outlay on
the Perth-Fremantle-road. [ do not wish
to prevent any suburb between Perth and
Franantle from obtaining good roads, but
members will agree that the existing road
is ¢uite passable, and will last for a number
of years. Complaint has heen made about
the Minister for Works resuming operations
on the foreshore near the Causeway.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. G. W. Miles: Would it not be better
to have a sewage farm and improve ihe
river in that way?

Hon. J. T. FRANKLIN: If we installed
a sewage farm, the foreshore would =till
need attention. If the inain siream of the
viver were properly cleared and given a
good flow of water, the river would he
cleansed and the abominable stench from
the algac would he eliminated. T am lirmly
of opinion that some alteration should he
made to the sewage bed in the river.

Hon. G. W. Miles: If it were removed
from the river, it would prevent the
growth of algae.

Hon. J. T. FRANKLIN: Frowm the sep-
tic tanks on the hill to the sca at Wan-
neroo there is a fall of 8 feet. I do not
believe in pumping the sewage into the
Canning district and then returning the
effluent to the river. A sewage farm
should be establishe? at Wanneroo where
settlement is sparse and where there is a
great arvea of land that could be fertilised
to grow vegetables and fodder. In Mel-
hournc eonsiderable profit is made out of
a sewage farm which is 25 miles from the
city, If a sewage farm at Wannerno did
not prove suceessful, all that would be
neeessary would be to earry the effluent
into the sea at some distance from Fre-
mantle and the other beach resorts,

[Tite Deputy President took: the Chair.]

Hon. G. W. Miles: That would be a re-
produetive work.

Hon. J. T. FRANKLIN: 1t would pro-
vide work for the unemployed and would
be reprednctive. In addition, the sub-
urbs from Perth (o Midland Junction
would have an opportunity to instal the
sewerage system.  The ex-Minister for
Waorks is deserving of credit for the im-
provements effected to the Causeway. Some
people contend that a new structure should
have heen built, That, however, was estimated
to cost abhout £250,000, whereas hy widening
and strengthening, the existing Coauseway has
been made sunitable for traffic for the next
20 years, at econsiderably less cost, which
was a good business proposition, Regard-
ing the sending out of prospesting parties,
the present Government and the late Gov-
ernment should be congratulated on their
efforts to put the unemployed to prolitable
work. T still have faith in Western Aus-
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tralia; L believe it will continue in lhe
fore as a gold producer, and that it will
pull not only this State but the Eastern
States out of the mire. Western Australia
did that 40 vears ago, and I believe it is
possible, by the progressive manner in
which the Minister for Mines is trying to
develop our auriferous areas, that history
may he repeated. I am diffident of speai-
ing about the Novth, becaunse | realise that
I shall be treading on dangerous ground.
I acknowledze that I do uot know much
about the North. I am pleaged that we
have such eapable members on the Ad-
visory Committee. If we leave matters in
their hands, I believe they will Lormulate
a scheme that will be advantageous to that
part of the State.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: We have reported
to the CGovernment, and cannot do any-
thing more.

Hon. J. T. FRANKLIN: We¢ do not
know anvthing about the report. I think
it should be published for our informa-
tion.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: 1t was laid on the
Table last October.

Hon. J. T. FRANXKLIN: Such a report
should be of inestimable value to the State,
T have suflicient confidence in the commit-
tee to believe that their report, if adopted,
would prove suceessful. We should assist
the Govermment by passing the Sapply
Bill to-night. and 1 do not wish te delay
ihe House unduly. There iz one matfer
however, to which 1 mnst refer. and that
is the recont vote on secession. Evervhody,
including the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, must realise the significance of
that vote at the referendum. When
we have a two to one majorily, there
is no doubt whnat the people want
At this juncture one might reasonahly ex-
press the hope that from the Supply which
is now being granted, adequate provision
will be made to send the mo-t able and re-
presentative delegation to London in sup-
port of the case for secession. Since Feder-
ation is eostine us over £2.000,000 annually,
the expenze of the deleaation, however
greab it may he, i= fully warranted. 1In
1890 the population of the State numbered
only 46,000 and the total amount of Con-
golidated Revenue for the vear waz Jess than
£a00,000.  If the TLerisiative Counell of
that day thought fit, a= it did, to spend
£3,000 in sending threc delerate~ to London
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to assist in seeuring Responsible Govern-
ment for Western Australia, surely the Gov-
ernment and the Parliament of the present
day will not be found lacking in due ap-
preeiation of the importance—indeed the
necessity—of sending three or more dele-
vates to London to assist in securing seces-

sion.  The delegates of 1890 suceessfully
withstood searching eross-examination be-

fore a select committee of the Hounse of
Commons, and they triumphed in securing
Responsible Government for We<tern Aus-
tralia. The question to-day iz somewhat
more involved and complieated than was the
fuestien in 1890, hut we have the men ¢ap-
able of handling it and, if we =end the right
men to London, T entertain no doubt that
this State will seenve its freedom from Fed-
erafion. Tt s a duty which we owe to the
State and the people of Western Austra-
lia, and. a< T have already stated, the ex-
penditure is more than warranted. The
delegation in 1890 consisted of Sir T. Cock-
hurn-Campbell, Mr. 8. H. (afterwards Sir
Henry) Parker. and Governor Broome. I
maintain that after the emphatic vote given
on seeession, we are losing wvaluable time
hy not sending a delegation to Fngland to
present the case to the Tmperial Govern-
ment so that the people of Western Aus-
tralia will know exaetly where thev stand.
The Government should take the first op-
portunity of giving effect to the wishes of
the people. T earnestly recommend that two
or three delegates he sent without delay,
men of known ahility, men we can trust,
and let us have the question settled once
and for all,

Hon. C. T. Baxter: You ave expecting
a lot from the Imperial Government.

Hon. J. T. FRANKLIN: Yes: T am
expecting ju-tice for Western Australia and
T am expecting that the wishes of the two
to one majority will be recognized and
riven effect to. I support the second read-

ing.

HON. H. V., PIESSE (South-East)
[9.16]: First of all I wish to congratulate
the President on hiz return to Western Auns-
tralia and upon the excellent work he did,
while in the 0Old Country, in keeping this
areat State of ours hefore the British people.
May T be permitted to congratulate the
Chief Secretary on his appointment as
Leader of this Chamber. I well remember,
when T was quite a youth, my father fre-
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quently saying that he was “always so
friendly with Mr. Drew,” We all
%know that he is looked up to by every-
body: and I am quite certain that from all
sides he will receive the best possible sup-
port as Leader. Further, I wish to eongratu-
late Mr. Kitson on his appointment as Hon-
orarv Minister. In Mr. Kitson, I feel sure,
we have an able, honest and conscientious
assiztant to Mr. Drew. The appointment of
Sir James Mitchell as Lient.-Governor js one
that to me as a Western Australian is most
pleasing. T commend Mr. Collier and his
Ministers on having recommended the ap-
pointment, which undoubtedly has gratified
the Western Anstralian people.  More-
over, Sir James Mitechell will be ably
assisted by his good wife, Lady Mitchell, in
carrying out the duties of the position. Let
me also express thanks to Mr. Baxter for the
help he gave to this Chamber, and
particularly to new members, during last
session. I know that his assistance was most
useful to me, and I speeially thank him for
it. T am glad to see Mr. Baxier return to
the Chamber in good health. Now 1
wish to refer to the case of the Albany
lompers, who have made many requests for
small allocations of farming land in areas
varyving from 20 to 30 acres. From this
morning’s newspaper I learn that there is
tall: about establishing such small farms at
Spearwood. This course was suggesied by
me 12 months ago, as the lumpers at Albany
no longer had permanent work. The seasonal
work at Albany is now practieally com-
pleted, and the lumpers there will have to go
on sustenanee for the next three or four
months, unless some unforeseen oceurrence,
such as the burning of a eollier last year,
gives them work unexpectedly. Let us hope
that such events as that which I have men-
tioned will not recur. TIf small farms were
allocated to these lumpers, they could im-
prove them in their spare time, and run
poultry and keep a few cows. Then there
would no longer be the speetacle to he seen
in Albany of numerous lumpers sitting on
the terrace waiting for some work to turn
up: they would have an additional oceupa-
tion which would greatly improve their finan-
cial position. 1 agree with Mr. Wittenoom
that the Albany wharves are in a bad state
of repair. This applies especially to the
town jetty, which used to serve its purpose
for interstate steamers, but latterly such
veszels as the “Karoola” and the “Katoomba”
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have found it utterly impossible to berth
alongside that jetty. This fact cnuses much
heavier expense in the handling of goods,
and prevents passengers by the boats from
visiting Albany and viewing the town and
the scenery. One feature of the Governor’s
Speech upon which I desire to commend
the Government is the proposed legislation
denling with aborigines. Having just eom-
pleted, in company with other members, a
tour of the provinee I represent, I e¢an
certify that every eentre brought this most
important matter before the party making
the tour. TUndonbtedly the condition of the
aborigines largely is deplorable, At the
Willinms River some litlle time ago 60 or 70
of these unfortunate people were camped in
slush and mud. The camp was simply a dis-
graece. At Gunowangerup and Tambellup,
respectively, 350 and 150 natives are now
being supplied with rations. Those fwo
centres are desirous of retaining the natives
in their distriets, and they have asked the
Government to set aside a certain area of
land in order that the aborigines may have
the opportunity of cultivating small portions
and thus assisting to maintain themselves.

Member :  Are all these full-blooded
aborigines?

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: No; there is a large
number of half-castes. As regards the half-
eastes, there is one matter I wish to impress
upon the Minister. I know a half-caste who
has been practically living as a white nan,
under white man’s conditions. When stand-
ing for election about 12 months ago T visited
Ongerup, and learnt that about 30 or
G0 sheep were being lost there every week
through native dogs. The half-caste I have
alladed to was sent oui to the centre, and
on my recent tour T learnt that not a sheep
was now being lost through dogs, this half-
easte having caught practieally every dog
doing damage there. I was further in-
formed, however, that this half-caste was
not allowed by the Government to hold a
gun license. Here was a man doing great
serviee to the community, eclearing a dis-
trict of such a scourge as native dogs, and
vet refused & gun license! In many in-
stances the half-caste is not allowed fo as-
sist in maintaining himself and his family
by the use of a gun. In my opinion
the law relating to marsupials should bhe
so amended as to abolish the royalty on
skins, This would give a great impetus to
the killing of kangaroo and brush.
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Hon. C. ¥. Baxter: That is a matter to
be done by regulation,

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: A Carolup farm-
er, having a ‘property on the other
side of Cherry Tree Pool, 20 miles from
Katanning, informed me that there were
120 kangaroos in one of his paddocks. Five
years ago the man would not have had more
than five or six there. Undoubtedly the
abolition of the royalty would pgreatly assist
towards eradication of the pest. Travelling
2200 miles in order to become acquainted
with the provinece I represent, other mem-
bers and I were requested at every cenfre
to try to secure the aholition of the royalty.
1 wish also to thank the 3Minister for
Employment on his prompt aection regard-
ing reforestation at Wagin. Only a little
time ago Mr. Kenneally visited Wagin and
promised to go into the reforestation ques-
tion. By this morning’s paper I notice
that the work has been started. In the Great
Southern distriet there are many areas
which could be used for the same purpose,
but none so snitable as the area near Wagin,
which is large and adjoins other reserves
that the local road board are prepared to
transfer to the Forests Department for this
excellent purpose, Mallet bark and sap-
dahvood are being planted.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And jam.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: During my term of
membership I have come in close contaet
with the good work of the Main Roads
Board, on which I must congratulate the
hoard and their officers.  Unquestionably
the officials operating in the province I re-
present give excellent attention to all re-
quests put before them. Bridges in parti-
cular are essential, although in many
cases ther may not be on main roads.
Now, the Xulin district is cut oft
from the main road because it has not
a bridge near Yealering. During three
or four months of winter it is utterly im-
possible to get through from Xulin fo Pin-
gelly; one has to go right round through
Wickepin and Narrogin. I understand that
ub engineer has examined the plans for a
proposed bridge and reported favourably on
the work, Operations of this kind would
give employment to married men at country
centres. From election speeches of Labour
candidates I understand that it is the in-
tention of their party to find as much work
as possihle for married men in the centres
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of which they are residents. I comtmend
the idea ns excellent.  Along the Great
Southern railway the Main Roads Board
are finding work in the various townsz and
retaining the married men there. Let me
congratulate the Minister for Health on the
excellent work heing done throughout West-
ern Australia by his department. Undoubt-
edly the hospital accommodation available
thronghout the State to-day ig excellent. Ad-
mittedly requests are often made for free
haspital treatment on the ground that a hos-
pital tax is pnid, and these requests cannot
often be granted; but there is no doubt that
the money colleeted through the hospital fax
does excelleni work in furnishing funds to
pay pound for pound subsidies towards
the erection of small hospitals and even of
Inrge ones. T desire likewise to give praise
to the Public Works Department on the
excellent job they have made of the sehool
lately huilt at Mt Barker. The structure
in of Western Australian wood, and the
stone in it has been quarried from the hills
alongside Mt. Barker. The building is as
fine a bit of work and as well eonstrueted
# place as one could wish to see for the
housing of school children. The department
are to he eongratnlated on an execellent work.

Hon. . Fraser: Yon are throwing a lot
of houquets aronnd to-night.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I have not been
locking in the hon. member's direction. I
sepport the Bill before the House.

(The President resumed the Chair.]

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—~Central—in reply) [9.30]: In the
first place et me thank hon. memhers for
their kind congratulations on my elevation
once more to the position of Leader of the
House. It will always be my effort, wheiher
in that office or whether as a private mem-
ber, to so comport myself as to retain the
goodwill of hon. members, one and all. I
have also to express my appreciation of the
unvarying courtesy I experieneced at the
kands af the previous Leader, the Hon. C. F.
Baxter, and it was a pleasure to me, as I
expressed to him personally from time to
time, to witness the effectiveness with which
he handled the vast volume of intricate leg-
islation which came hefore him during his
three vears of office. I am pleased with
the apparent desire of members to pass the
Supply Bill with reasonable expedition. T£
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there has heen some debate this time, we
oust set off against that the fact that the
Address-in-reply was concluded in the brief-
est time on record. Mr. Cornell raised a
question which hag my sympathy, and the
sympathy of the Government, and that is
the problem of providing railway facilities
as carly as possible for those farmers who,
on the strength of assurances, took up and
suceessfully cultivated land thirty miles or
s¢ from a railway sfation or siding. The
first thought, which would come to the mind
of one who was not acquainted with all the
circumstanees, is that this is no time to go
in for railway construction? The position,
however, is this: The Government have a
large number of men who are cither on sus-
tenance, or who have been engaged in var-
ious works that have been, or will soon he,
completed. There is over £2,000,000 of
Loan Funds, which have to be spent in
the relief of unemployment, and we con-
sider that, as far as possible, this monev
should be utilised in ereating definife nssets
of some sort or kind. Tt will not he denied
that a railway is a definite asset if it will
serve connfry which has heen proved, in
a practical manner, to be snitable for suc-
cessful wheat-growing, and if the area of
good land is of sufficient extent to warrant
the expenditure. Apart from the Balla-
Dartmoor, one of the railweys mentioned by
Mr. Cornell has heen, and is, receiving the
serious consideration of the Government,
More than that I cannot say at the present
time. Of course, it will be recognised that
the purchase of rails for any hne is ount
of the question now. Where railway con-
struetion is justified in the Interests of the
State, the preparation of the earthworks
could be proceeded with, and a means thus
provided of not only creating what would
develop into an asset, hut would give use-
ful reproductive work to a number of men.
Personally, I agree with Mr. Thomson in
his advocacy of a public works committee
with statutory aunthority. The Labour Gov-
ermment, during 1911 to 1916, introduced
such a measure no fewer than three times, hut
unfortunately, it did not give satisfae-
tion and it was rejected. If a sound measure
of this kind had heen enacted 21 years ago,
when the Scaddan Government introduced
it, I am satisfied that, in the intervening
period, some millions would have heen saved
to the Government. This is not an official
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prononncement; it is merely my personal
view.

Hon. J. 3. Holmes: It has not worked
out elsewhere.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There will
always be eomplaints, no matter how effic-
iently the macline may work. If members
will think back over the last 21 years they
will admit that en many oceasions, if such a
proposal had become law, unwarranted ex-
penditure would have been avoided by means
of » prior thorough investigation. The sad
plight of wnemployed boys, as referred fo
by Mr. Thomson, has, I am sure, been
brought liome to every member, As for my-
self, during the last four years, I have been
reglarly interviewed by mothers asking me
to do something to assisi in getting their
sons a job. Boys and young men from 16
fo 22 years of age have approached me
to seek work. This is one of the (uestions
whieh will no doubt engage the attention
of the Feonomie Couneil, a body well quali-
fied to assist in the solution of the problem.
Still, the apprenticeship question has no-
thing to do with the sitnation that has arisen.
There is no demand for apprentices. 1In
fact, employers have heen regularly ap-
proaching the Court to et release from the
apprenticeship bond to which they were par-
fies. Mr. Thomzon's eritici=m on this point
was unjustified.

There 15 little demand even for men who
have learned their trade. Hundreds of them
are ont of work, But, under a scheme pre-
pated by the Government, many of them
will be given employment in their various
avocations. In the metropolitan area there
are public buildings and schools which hav
not known paint for a dozen years or over,
and there are repairs of all kinds ealling £
attention. Tradesmen will be employed to
do the work—which really means preserv-
ing the assets of the State. If is far better
that this should be done than thai these
gkilled tradesmen should be put on fo lab-
ourers’” work, to which thev are unaccus-
tomed. The reclamation of the Swan River
foreshore has heen attacked by Mr. Thom-
son. It is one of the works which provide
a larger expendifure on labour and a lesser
expenditure on material than most of the
other undertakings, and those employed
are men who would otherwise be on susten-
ance. Tt will transform the breeding ground
of inseets and a prolific  sonree of algao
into areas of land of great value in the future.
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The proposal is to spend £12,000 on the
work during the year, £1,000 of which will
be eontributed by the Perth City Council,
1t is estimated that of the total expenditure,
825 per cent. will be paid out in wages

and the balance will be expended on
materials, the approximate fizures beings

£9,675 for wages, £1,065 for local material-,
and £1,260 for imported materials.

Of the expenditure on material, 25 per
cent. will be used for the puvebase of Collie
coal. This reclamation work is certainly
desirable in order to clean nup the ohjeetion-
able conditions existing at the Causeway,
and, furthermore, the reclaimed land wiil
become a valuable asset of the State. The
completion of the work will undoubtedly addl
to the value of property adjoining the areas
reelaimed.

Mr. Thomson referved to the remarks of
the Minister for Works in regard to the
suggested reconstruction of the road hetween
Perth and Fremantle. As the money for
this work—if it be undertaken—uwill come
out of the Metropelitan Pool into which the
metropolitan troffic fees are paid, the ques-
tion is one that does not vitally coneern
people in the country, who will he pena'ized
in no way as a resulf. Tf sueh a scheme ix
seriously propounded by the Minister for
Woaorks, it will be for the pecple concerned
to raise an objection, if there is any oppo-
sition to the proposal. I fail to zee, how-
ever, that there is any justification for anv-
one else to enter info the matfer at alll T
am aware that the reservation of areas on our
goldiields allnded to by Mr. Seddon arve not
popular in those centres. However, they
have been made from time to time, hy dif-
ferent Minisiers for Mines in both National
and Tabonr Governments with the endovsi-
ment of Cabinets. Some time ago T
travelled throngh the Murchison, when the
Mitehell Government were in office. T in-
terviewed prospectors and dizcussed the
reservations problem with them, and T eame
to the conelusion that the attifude they tonk
up was the correct one. T wrote a stronr
letter to the then Minister for Mines und
gave him a report of a deputation that
had waited upon me and had protested
against the attitude he had taken up. Tn
hiz reply the Minister (Mr. Scaddan) gave
me a very satisfactory explanation. which T
accepted, and T let the matter drop beecaure

I was convinced that hiz attitude had
Leen right in the interestz of the
State.  These reservations do not re-
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present any new thing. They have been
made, as [ have already pointed out, by
various Governments from time to time and
have heen approved not only by the vari-
ous Ministers for Mines, but by Cabinets,
as being in the interests of the State, The
veservations are approved after full inves-
tigation, and after the Minister is satisfied
that only big companies could successfully
operate on the areas proposed to be re-
gerved.  This is done only after & strict
agreement has bheen entered inty between
the Minister and the other parties con-
cerned. T may remark here that the Wiluna
gold mine would be an abandoned shafi to-
day, if it had not heen protected for some
vears. And no one except a powerful com-
pany profitably could work that property.
Yet there were frequent complaints against
Gevernments for econtinuing the protection
which tas produced such great results, Mr.
Seddon favours a superannuation scheme,
and many will admit the necessity for it. But,
for financial reasons, it is out of the ques-
tion at present. It is something, however,
that might well be kept in mind when
hrighter days come. Also Mr. Seddon wishes
for some information about the Economic
Counecil. I think he desires to know the
extent of its powers. Necessarily, it is
an advisory body, hut it is a fully repre-
sentative eouncil of capable men whose
adviee will be of great help. It iz fune-
tioning without any friction whatever, and
I am in a position to say that the Mlinister
for Employment has great faith in it, and
is confident that it will render good ser-
vice to the Government and the State.

Mr. Seddon thinks the expenditure from
Loan Funds on prospecting is not justi-
tied. But a similar effort made by the pre-
vious Government had encouraging resulls;
a =atisfactory proportion of the money ad-
vanced was repaid, and repaid from what
was got out of the ground, the production
of new wealth. All the men who go out
have to sign an agreement under which the
whole, or part of the proceeds of any stone
treated may, at the discretion of the Minis-
ter, be deducted from the result of the treat-
ment and applied towards repayment of the
money advanced. If only one good gold
mine be discovered by reason of the opera-
tion of that schieme, the State will be well
compensated for the expenditure incurred.
The Government are assisting propectors
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who are practically destitute to the extent
of 15s. per week for sustenance, the loan
of tools, and rail fares to the fields. After
the men have taken up a prospecting area,
and it is considered necessary, fracteur is
supplied. The prospectors are sent out in
parties of two, three or four men, and the
department insists that one of the men shall
have had experience. The scheme applies
only to gold prospecting, and does not take
in base metals. Two supervisors have been
appeinted, one from the Murchison distriet
and one from the Eastern, Mt. Margaret
and Mt Maleolm fields, The prospectors
are scattered over various goldfield distriets
It is hoped that a good combing of these
districts will be effected and that new finds
will be unearthed. Up to date the reports
are very satisfactory, and already several
promising diseoveries have heen indicated.
The Western Mining Corporation has stated
that it is desirous of encouraging prospect-
ing, and will give every assistance possible
to prospectors on their reserves, including
provision for water supplies, explosives and
advice, the only obligation on prospectors
being a first refusal of the purchase of any
discoveries made, at a priee not greater than
they would ask from other investors,

I have noted Mr. Seddon’s statement in
refevence to the shortage of houses on the
goldfields. The matter has already come
mnder the notice of the Government, but [
am not in a position jusi now to say what
action it is proposed to take. [ will, how-
ever, forward an extract of this portion of
the hon. member’s speech to the Minister
in eontrol of Wiorkers’ Homes.

Like Mr. Holmes on the Address-in-
reply, Mr. R. G. Moore on the Bill draws
attention to the quaraniine regulation
under which a number of pastoralists in
the North are threatened with ruin. Though
their eattle are free from disease, the
owners cannot move them from the station
on which they have heen bred. Already
an investigation has been made, as a result
of which it is learned that the position is
more acute than was supposed. The Min-
ister for Agriculture is very anxious fo
find a way out of the difficulty, and he
fully realises the unfortunate position of
these pastoralists.

Mr. Hamerslev wants to know what
amount of this Supply will be available to
help the settlers in the fencing of their
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properties. In reply I wish to point out
that no provision in this direetion is made
under the Bill. Nor is it necessary that it
should be. The amount requisite for the
purpose is amply provided for under the
Wire and Wire Netting Aect, 1526. Under
this Aet an agreement was made with the
Commonwealth Government, whereby an
amount of £101,157 10s, was to bhe wmade
available to the State Governmeni an-
nually for a period of six years for the
purchase and supply of wire and wire
netting to settlers. The agreement expired
on the 30th June last. TUnder the contract
entered into by both Governments, the
State is to purchase wire and wire netling
and supply it to settlers on easy terms of
repayment. The repayments are based on
a term of 25 years with a half-vearly in-
stahnent of £3 10s. per £100 worth of net-
ting supplied. Interest and prineipal are
included in the instalment. A mortgage is
inken over the property to be netied in
order to secure the debt.

Hon. G. W. Miles:
newed ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, it has
not. During the currency of the agree-
ment, the State Government were unable to
utilise the full amount available. The
actual amount drawn was £429,650, Over
£100,000 of thig sum is still available. It
is scarcely necessary to remind members
that, although the Commonwealth Govern-
ment advances the money the State Govern-
ment have to take all vesponsibility Lor re-
payment.

Has that been re-

Alr. Hamersley further asks how mueh
from the Supply Bill is to be devoted to-
wards pursuing further the decision of the
people in connection with the referendum
on secession. Perhaps I shall make my-
self elear if I say that this Bill simply pro-
vides for a eontinnanee, in the same vol-
ume, of the expendifure authorized under
last vear’s Estimates. As there was ex-
penditure under last year’s Estimates in
connection with the referendum, it can be
assumed that the money likely to be re-
quired until the end of this month will he
covered by this Bill. The Government’s
intentions with regard to the referendum
are briefly set out in the speceh of the
Licut.-Glovernor, and no doubt when the
proposed legislation is introduced the posi-
tion will be clearly defined.
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Mr. Mann stresses the advisability of re-
building Caves House, which was des-
troyed by fire. That work has been held
over for n leng period owing to lack of
funds. A portion of the proceeds from the
insurance received was spent in rehabili-
tating the house, the balanee being held in
trost by the Treasury. No doubt, if therc
had been sufficient money available to
cover the cost of the building, including
equipment, the work would have been un-
dertaken and completed soon after the fire
oceurred.

Al Mann, when referring ta veterinary
gervices in  the South-West, stated that
Colonel Le Souef had no method of trans-
port other than the railways. This statement
is incorrect as Colonel Le Souef is in receipt
of an allowance of £175 per annum fo cover
travelling expenses and cost of ranning a
motor ear, which he was required to provide.
This officer is not expected to furnish vet-
crinary assistance except in cases of emer-
genev. Iis duties are to insbruct and advise
settlers, Iz headquarters are at Margaret
River and his activities are limited to the
Agricaltural Bank districts of Busselton and
Manjimup, including Northeliffe. Owing to
a revival in the use of horses, the demand
for the scrvices of veterinary surgeons has
inereased to such an extent that suitable
practitioners are able to cbtain a much hetter
ineome from private practice, and are there-
fore not willing to accept Government ap-
pointments. Quite recently, the Public Ser-
viee Commissioner advertised, both in this
State and in the East, for a velerinary sur-
geon to be attached to the Stock Branch of
the Department for Agriculture for service
in the South-West. The result was failure
fo receive any applications from persons
considered to be equipped in ali respeets for
the position. Tt is hoped that a snitable man
may be available after the final examinations
for veterinary surgeons which will be heid
in Sydney later in the year. If sueh a man
is not obtainable, then it may be necessary
to advertise overseas, The Chief Veterinary
Oificer has advocated the formation of
fariners’ clubs, the members of such elubs to
subscribe toward the subsidising of veterin-
ary surgeons. In such cireumstanees the
members of the clubs would, of course, have
first eall on the services of the veterinary
snrgeons. It 15 not thought advisable that
these practitioners should be subsidised by
the Government. If they were, they would
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be expected to administer the Stock Diseases
Act. This would, in all probability, alienate
them from their e¢lients to such an extent
that remuneration from that sourece wounld
almost cease.  Other matters have been re-
ferred to; several were dealt with on the
Address-in-reply.  With them I shail deal
later. There has not been time to get all the
information necessarv, but I have taken
action to get it and will do my best to clear
the atmosphere. As to the questions raised
regarding the appointment of the Lieut.-
Governor, I am not going to take part in
any political discussion affecting Governors
or Lieut.-Governors, I have heen many vears
a member of Parliament, and not until this
session has such a question been broached.
I regret that it has been introduced hy mem-
hers of Parliament. Ouly once in Australia,
I think, was action taken, and an appoint-
ment discussed, and that was the appoini-
ment of a Governor in Queensland, There
was a protest from both the Premier of fhe
State and the Leader of the Opposition, be-
canse there was something connected with
the appointee’s career that did not appeal .
to them, and there were good grounds in
that case for a discussion and probably a
protest.  The Imperial ‘Government, how-
ever, would take no aection, and a solution
was found by the gentleman ultimately re-
signing. That was one ease in the history
of Australia, a case in which perhaps the
circumstances justified a diseussion on the
floor of the House, but T certainly am not
going to be drawn into the matter te any
greater extent than members have suncceeded
in indueing me to go. I shall do my best to
supply information in every other respect.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

Standing Orders Suspension.

On motion hy the Chief Seeretary, Stand-
ing Orders suspended to enable the Bill to
he passed through its remaining stages at
the present sitting.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.
Bill read a third time, and passed.



ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE CHIETF SECRETARY (Houn J. M.
Drew—Central) [10.11]: 1 move—

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday next, Sth Augost.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 10.12 p.an.

Tegislative Hasembly,
Tuesday, Ist August, 1933
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Address-in-reply, seventh day ... I }d

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m, and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seventh Day,
Debate resumed from 27th July.

MR. LAMBERT (Yilgarn-Cooleardie)
[4.34] : T desire to jom with other members
in eongratulating you, Mr. Speaker, on
your elevation. I feel confident that, like
those who have preceded wou in vour high
office, vor will uphold the traditions sur-
rounding it. Also T wish to refer to the
loss, either by death or election defeaf, of
some of those who were so familiar with the
House in recent years. Particularly do [
deplore the death of the late Mr. T. A, L.
Davy, who endeared himself to all of us
by his eharming and graceful personality,
and his many other qualities and capahili-
ties. I would refer with feelings of pleasure
to the speeches on the Address-in-reply that
we have heard from new members. While
it is more or less traditional to regvet the
passing of some of the older members, we
must admit that the speeches delivered by

[ASSEMBLY.]

new meihers have heen of =0 high an owler
as would lead us to helieve that those mem-
hers are destined to play a useful part in
the public life of the State. On the other
hand, one could not conscientiously suggest
that the speechez delivered by the l.eader
of the Opposition and the Leader of the
National Partv need he printed upon gold,
In the State-wide problems with which we
ave vonlronted, gencralities enn hardly carry
a great deal of constructive worth, and ave
not likely to get us very far. In a sense,
[ admired the able specch delivered hy the
Leader of the National Party, but in his
flights of oratory he earried us into mid-atr
and theve left us dangling, with the con-
viction thut he himself believed that some
of the generalities in which he induolged
would solve, at all events, a few of the prob-
lems with whieh the State iz foced. He
went to considerable pains to eviticise the
pre-vlection specches of the then Leader of
the Opposition, and alleged that what he
termed spectous promises made by the then
Yeader of the Opposition had led to the
defeat of the then Government. If not
declared in actual words, at all events that
was implied. May I remind the hon. mem-
ber that, prior to the making of any sup-
posed pre-election promises that wonld he
likely to influence the electors, there was a
conspicuons nmtiny in the ranks of the
Nationalist Pavty, and the lientenant of that
party not only mutinied, hut ecventually
seuttled the ship. To-day we see him try-
g to diseipline the remnant of his erew.
Of course, nnder his  capahle leadership
there is just a possibility that, notwith-
standing that regrettable episode in the life
of the previous Government, he may yet
rally his forces. It is remarkable how the
present state of atfairs has created all kinds
of political economists from A to Z, from
Ananias to Zola, not forgetting our Dick
Turpin  of Australian finance, Professor
Shann. At all events, at present there is
so little doing far the Professor of Econom-
jcs at rhe W.A, University that he ean he
relieved from duty in order to place his
wide knowledge, hoth theoretical and prac-
tical, of world economics at the service of
the Warld Economic Conference. If the
ceonomists there attending were all of the
same degree of learning as is possessed hy
Professor Shann, the conspicuons results
reached by that conference are not to he



